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Public  Health  Department, 
Avenue  House, 

Eastbourne. 

July,  1950. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  to  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Eastbourne. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of 
Eastbourne  during  the  year  1949.  This  is  the  fifty-eighth  Report  in 
the  Series  and  the  eleventh  which  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  submit. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  our  civilian  mid-year  population 
at  56,880  was  a slight  increase  on  the  figure  of  56,610  for  the  previous 
year.  There  was  a further  decline  in  the  Birth  Rate.  The  number 
of  births  was  740,  the  number  for  1948  being  801  and  for  1947  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-three.  The  crude  death  rate  was  15.29  compared 
with  the  rate  of  11.7  for  the  whole  country.  The  death  rate  for 
Eastbourne,  after  applying  the  area  comparability  factor  supplied  by 
the  Registrar  General  was  11.31  and  for  purposes  of  comparison  with 
other  areas  this  lower  rate  should  be  used.  There  were  16  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year,  giving  a record  low  infantile  mortality  rate  of 
21.62  in  comparison  with  a rate  of  32  for  England  and  Wales.  Deaths 
from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  numbered  22,  a death  rate  of  0.38  per 
thousand  of  the  population  as  compared  with  the  tuberculosis  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  0.45.  There  were  two  deaths  from 
causes  associated  with  pregnancy  or  childbirth. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  calls  for  little  comment,  apart 
from  the  occurrence  of  two  cases  of  diphtheria  in  non-immunised 
persons.  There  were  two  cases  of  polio-myelitis,  two  of  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis  and  one  of  acute  polio-encephalitis.  Measles  and  whooping 
cough  were  again  prevalent. 

A good  deal  of  time  was  devoted  to  the  inspection  and  supervision 
of  food  and  food  premises.  The  importance  of  hygiene  in  the  handling 
and  preparation  of  food  is  now  more  generally  appreciated,  and  as  a 
result  standards  continued  to  improve. 

The  year  under  review  was  the  first  full  year  of  the  operation  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  In  view  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  change  in  the  medical  services  of  the  country  resulting  from  the 
introduction  of  this  Act  it  will,  I think,  be  agreed  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  services  for  which  the  various  authorities  were  responsible 
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functioned  reasonably  satisfactory.  There  is,  however,  some  degree 
of  anxiety  in  connection  with  those  services  where  division  of 
responsibility  exists.  In  regard  to  tuberculosis,  the  Local  Health 
Authority  is  responsible  for  prevention  of  the  disease  and  for  the  care 
and  after-care  of  its  victims,  whilst  Regional  Hospital  Boards  are 
responsible  for  diagnosis  and  treatment.  The  general  practitioner,  too, 
has  his  part  to  play  in  the  care  of  the  patient  in  his  own  home.  To 
ensure  satisfactory  results  in  the  campaign  against  a disease  which 
still  claims  far  too  many  lives,  there  is  a great  need  for  the  closest 
co-operation  between  all  parties.  The  arrangement  whereby  Chest 
Physicians  are  appointed  to  the  joint  service  of  Regional  Hospital 
Boards  and  Local  Health  Authorities  appears  to  be  the  chief  means 
by  which  it  is  hoped  to  secure  this  co-operation.  In  our  activities 
regarding  prevention,  care  and  after-care,  close  contact  was  maintained 
with  the  Hospital  Services,  with  the  Housing  Department  of  the 
Corporation,  with  the  officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board  and 
with  various  voluntary  organisations  in  regard  to  the  provision  of 
additional  amenities. 

Dr.  A.  Ferguson  Gow,  the  whole-time  Chest  Physician  appointed 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  this  Authority,  took  up  duty  in 
November.  By  agreement  between  the  Board  and  the  Authority  a 
section  of  the  Authority’s  Central  Clinic  is  used  as  the  Chest  Clinic. 

In  the  field  of  Midwifery,  Local  Health  Authorities  control  the 
Domiciliary  Service,  whilst  institutional  confinements  are  provided  for 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards.  The  popularity  of  institutional 
midwifery  has,  for  obvious  reasons,  greatly  increased.  The  decline  in 
domiciliary  midwifery  is,  however,  deplored  by  many  persons  who  feel 
that  confinement  at  home,  given  reasonably  satisfactory  conditions,  has 
much  to  commend  it. 

The  difficulties  arising  from  the  Local  Authority’s  duties  under  the 
National  Assistance  Act  were  mainly  in  connection  with  the  provision 
of  suitable  accommodation  for  aged  and  other  handicapped  persons, 
and  for  persons  rendered  temporarily  homeless  for  various  reasons. 
The  acquisition  of  Trevin  Towers  should  largely  meet  the  present 
demand  for  accommodation  for  aged  persons.  Much  of  the  time  of 
the  Home  Nursing  and  Domestic  Help  Services  was  devoted  to  the 
welfare  of  the  chronic  sick  and  the  aged.  Pressure  on  hospital  beds 
compelled  Hospital  Authorities  to  follow  a selective  policy  in  the 
admission  of  cases  and  as  a result  many  more  persons  had  to  be  nursed 
in  their  own  homes.  Various  voluntary  organisations  in  the  town 
rendered  excellent  service  to  the  aged  and  the  handicapped. 

The  general  practitioners,  the  medical  staffs  of  the  hospitals  and 
the  administrative  staffs  of  both  the  hospitals  and  the  local  Executive 
Council  co-operated  wholeheartedly  with  the  Department  and  our  best 
thanks  are  due  to  them. 

Once  again  this  report  provides  me  with  the  opportunity  of  recording 
my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  throughout 
the  year. 
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Finally,  Mr.  Mayor,  I am  glad  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the 
support  and  consideration  I received  from  you,  from  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health,  Health  Services  and  Welfare 
Services  Committees,  and  from  every  member  of  the  Council. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FENTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  are  the  statistics  furnished  by 

the 

Registrar- 

General : — 

Estimated  Civilian  Population — 56,880 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Births  : — 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

689 

357 

332 

Illegitimate 

51 

29 

22 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

18 

7 

11 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

- 

Deaths  : All  causes 

870 

378 

492 

England 

Eastbourne  and  Wales 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population — 

Live  Births 

13.00 

16.7 

Still  Births 

0.33 

0.39 

Death  rate  (Crude)  per  1,000 

Death  rate  after  applying  “Area  Com- 

15.29 

11.7 

parability  Factor”  of  0.74 

Tuberculosis  death  rate  per  1,000  popula- 

11.31 

tion 

0.38 

0.45 

Maternal  Mortality — Death  rates  per  1,000  total 

Live  and  Still  Births  : 

Abortion  with  sepsis 

— 

0.11 

Abortion  without  sepsis 

— 

0.05 

Puerperal  infections 

— 

0.11 

Other  maternal  causes 

2.63 

0.71 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

21.62 

32.0 

live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

21.77 

illegitimate  live  births  . . 

19.61 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 13 

Females 

7 

Total 

20 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

2 

2 

Influenza 

2 

1 

3 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  Oesophagus  (M), 
Uterus  (F) 

5 

10 

15 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

8 

5 

13 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

12 

12 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

42 

46 

88 

Diabetes 

— 

3 

3 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

41 

90 

131 

Heart  diseases 

147 

187 

334 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  . . 

28 

25 

53 

Bronchitis 

4 

10 

14 

Pneumonia 

15 

12 

27 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

5 

4 

9 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

6 

1 

7 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 ' 

1 

2 

Appendicitis 

1 

2 

3 

Other  digestive  diseases 

8 

9 

17 

Nephritis 

5 

20 

25 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

2 

2 

Premature  Birth 

— 

5 

5 

Congenital  malformations  : birth  injuries  : 
infantile  diseases 

5 

5 

10 

Suicide 

2 

5 

7 

Road  traffic  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

Other  violent  causes 

8 

8 

16 

All  other  causes 

27 

18 

45 

378  492 

There  were  no  deaths  from  measles  or  whooping  cough. 

870 

AGE 

MORTALITY 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 

6 

10 

16 

1-5 

2 

3 

5 

5-15 

1 

3 

4 

15-45 

. . 29 

23 

52 

45-65 

74 

72 

146 

65  and  over  . . 

. . 266 

381 

647 

378 

492 

870 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Females  10). 

The  ages 

30  minutes 

F.  la. 

2. 

1 hour 

F.  la. 

1 day 

F.  la. 

2. 

1 day 

M.  la. 

b. 

2 days 

F.  la. 

2 days 

F.  la. 

b. 

6 days 

M.  la. 

1 week 

F.  la. 

2. 

1 week 

M.  la. 

3 weeks 

F.  la. 

b. 

23  days 

F.  la. 

b. 

1 month 

M.  la. 

b. 

1 month 

F.  la. 

2 months 

M.  la. 

b. 

2. 

4 months 

F. 

6 months 

M. 

Prematurity. 

Rhesus.  Negative  mother  and  positive  father. 
Prematurity. 

Rhesus.  Negative  mother  and  positive  father. 
Congenital  Heart  Disease. 

Hydronephrosis. 

Rh.  Negative.  Icterus  Neonatorum. 

Enlarged  liver  and  congenital  Heart  Disease. 
Prematurity  and  Immaturity. 

(28  weeks  pregnancy) 

Inanition. 

Premature. 

Congenital  Heart  Disease. 

Convulsions — Immaturity  and  Prematurity. 
Congenital  Malformation  of  fingers  and  toes. 
Supra  Renal  Haemorrhage.  P.M. 

Broncho  Pneumonia. 

Spina  Bifida. 

Cachexia. 

Spina  Bifida.  P.M. 

Atelactasis. 

Prematurity. 

Acute  Nephritis.  P.M. 

Marasmus. 

Infantile  enteritis. 

Bronchitis. 

Intussusception — Enteritis.  P.M. 

Acute  Septicaemia.  P.M. 
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INFANT  DEATHS  1894-1949 


Years 

Total 

Infant 

Deaths 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Total 

Births 

1894-1903  Average 

108.5 

118.2 

917.3 

1904—1913  Average 

79.3 

96.6 

891.3 

1914—1923  Average 

52.3 

68.8 

759.8 

1924—1933  Average 

30.0 

45.7 

673.7 

1934 

28 

43.54 

643 

1935 

20 

33.65 

594 

1936 

30 

46.01 

652 

1937 

19 

30.84 

616 

1938 

32 

50.95 

628 

1939 

26 

44.29 

587 

1940 

32 

58.71 

545 

1941 

16 

41.66 

384 

1942 

20 

43.19 

463 

1943 

13 

31.25 

416 

1934—1943  Average 

23.6 

42.40 

552.8 

1944 

11 

22.49 

489 

1945 

24 

35.98 

667 

1946 

28 

29.04 

964 

1947 

31 

31.5 

983 

1948 

21 

26.22 

801 

1949 

16 

21.62 

740 

DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  1 to  5 YEARS 


Causes  of  death  : 

15  months 

M. 

19  months 

F. 

2 years 

M. 

3 years 

F. 

3 years 

F. 

la.  Acute  Encephalitis  Virus, 
la.  Convulsions. 

la.  Idiopathic  pulmonary  haemosiderosis. 
Drowning  due  to  capsizing  of  boat. 
Misadventure.  Inquest, 
la.  Poisoning  from  Chloral  Hydrate. 

2.  Acute  Exophthalmic  Goitre. 

Status  Lymphaticus.  Overdose  of 
medicine  given  by  Nurse.  P.M. 
Accident.  Inquest. 


MATERNAL  DEATHS 

The  certified  causes  of  death  in  the  two  cases  were  as  follows  : — 


1.  Ia. 

Haemorrhage  following  childbirth. 

b. 

Uterine  Inertia. 

II. 

Nephritis. 

2.  Ia. 

Pulmonary  Embolism. 

b. 

Venous  Thrombosis. 

II. 

Parturition. 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer, 
together  with  the  death  rates  since  1904. 


Age  Groups 

Death 

Year 

Popula- 

Total 

Rate 

tion 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

65  & 

Deaths 

per 

1 

5 

15 

25 

65 

over 

1,000 

1904 

45,750 









** 

** 

54 

1.18 

190S 

46,500 

— 

— 

— 

1 

29 

21 

51 

1.09 

1906 

49,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

25 

50 

1.02 

1907 

50,500 

— 

— 



1 

32 

20 

53 

1.06 

Ten 

1908 

51,500 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20 

27 

48 

0.93 

Years 

1909 

52,000 

— 

— 

1 

1 

28 

20 

50 

0.96 

1910 

52,500 

— 

— 

— 

— 

38 

24 

62 

1.18 

1911 

52,544 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

32 

59 

1.12 

1912 

53,500 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35 

28 

64 

1.19 

1913 

54,000 

— 

— 

1 

— 

35 

31 

67 

1.24 

Total 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

* * * 

* * * 

558 

— 

1914 

54,500 

— 

— 





35 

34 

69 

1.26 

1915 

47,125 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34 

17 

51 

1.08 

1916 

49,976 

— 

— 

— 

— 

** 

** 

65 

1.30 

1917 

44,842 

— 

— 

— 

— 

33 

27 

60 

1.33 

Ten 

1918 

49,682 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

21 

47 

0.94 

Years 

1919 

50,442 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36 

26 

62 

1.22 

1920 

50,354 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

50 

76 

1.50 

1921 

53,600 

— 

— 

— 

1 

50 

50 

101 

1.88 

1922 

53,700 

— 

1 

— 

2 

44 

41 

88 

1.63 

1923 

53,900 

— 

— 

— 

— 

37 

33 

70 

1.29 

Total 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

** 

* * 

689 

— 

1924 

54,830 

— 

— 



1 

37 

44 

82 

1.49 

1925 

55,060 

— 

1 

— 

1 

38 

54 

94 

1.70 

1926 

56,060 

— 

— 

— 

— 

44 

61 

105 

1.80 

1927 

57,000 

— 

— 

— 

1 

50 

59 

110 

1.90 

Ten 

1928 

58,500 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

53 

98 

1.67 

Years 

1929 

58,570 

— 

— 

1 

— 

48 

59 

108 

1.84 

1930 

59,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

41 

63 

104 

1.50 

1931 

55,710 

— 

— 

— 

— 

49 

69 

118 

2.11 

1932 

57,500 

— 

— 

— 

2 

45 

78 

125 

2.17 

1933 

56,550 

— 

— 

— 

— 

49 

65 

114 

2.0 

Total 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

446 

605 

1058 

— 

1934 

56,250 

— 

— 

1 



46 

66 

113 

2.0 

Five 

1935 

56,100 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36 

75 

111 

2.0 

Years 

1936 

55,730 

— 

— 

— 

— 

49 

58 

107 

1.9 

1937 

55,610 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 

63 

118 

2.1 

1938 

56,770 

— 

— 

— 

— 

48 

84 

132 

2.1 

Total 

— 

— 

1 

— 

234 

346 

cn 

00 

12 


Age  Groups 

Death 

Year 

Dopitla- 

Total 

Rate 

tion 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

45- 

65  & 

Deaths 

per 

1 

5 

15 

45 

65 

over 

1,000 

1939 

59,470 





1 

12 

69 

30 

112 

1.88 

1940 

53,760 

— 

1 

— 

4 

37 

53 

95 

1.76 

1941 

27,570 

— 

— 

— 

1 

24 

48 

73 

2.64 

1942 

30,960 

— 

— 

— 

4 

30 

48 

82 

2.68 

Ten 

1943 

27,380 

— 

— 

— 

3 

29 

52 

84 

3.06 

Years 

1944 

27,980 

— 

— 

— 

2 

26 

67 

95 

3.43 

1945 

39,300 

— 

1 

— 

6 

43 

79 

129 

3.28 

1946 

49,790 

— 

— 

— 

4 

54 

68 

126 

2.53 

1947 

53,540 

— 

— 

— 

7 

31 

87 

125 

2.33 

1948 

56,610 

— 

1 

1 

5 

35 

92 

134 

2.36 

Total 

— 

— 

3 

2 

48 

378 

624 

1055 

— 

One  Year 

1949 

56,880 

— 

— 

— 

9 

40 

79 

128 

2.25 

METEOROLOGY 

Temperature. — The  temperature  ranged  from  25  degrees  in 
February  to  82  degrees  in  June. 


The  mean  day  temperatures  were  above  the  average  for  each  month 
with  the  exception  of  May.  The  mean  night  temperatures  were  above 
the  averages  except  for  the  months  of  March,  May  and  June  : that 
for  November  was  equal  to  the  average. 


The  first  and  last  dates  on  which  the  temperature  of  the  sea  exceeded 
60  degrees  were  June  12th  and  October  31st.  The  mean  monthly 
sea  temperatures  were  above  the  average  for  each  month  of  the  year. 

Sunshine. — Eastbourne,  with  a total  of  2153.3  hours,  was  sixth  in 
the  official  list.  This  total  was  the  highest  since  1911  when  2158.2 
hours  were  recorded.  The  1911  total  was  a record  not  exceeded  by 
any  other  official  station  for  38  years.  The  daily  averages  ranged  from 
2.09  hours  in  December  to  9.54  hours  in  July.  March  was  the  only 
month  below  the  average. 

Rainfall. — The  annual  total  of  26.53  inches  was  4.69  below  the 
50-year  average.  The  amount  for  the  first  9 months  was  10.70  inches 
and'  for  the  last  three  months  15.83  inches. 

Humidity. — The  average  humidity  at  9 a.m.  ranged  from  75  per 
cent,  in  August  to  93  per  cent,  in  January,  and  at  9 p.m.  from  81  per 
cent,  in  August  to  98  per  cent,  in  January. 
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Winds. — The  percentage  of  wind  direction  for  the  year  was 


Direction 

Percentage 

N. 

9.30 

N.E. 

5.21 

E. 

10.41 

S.E. 

7.95 

S. 

8.08 

S.W. 

9.73 

w. 

30.96 

N.W. 

14.66 

Calm 

3.70 

SUMMARY 

OF  OBSERVATK 

Air  Pressure  (Mean 
Daily  Average  : 

Sea  Level) 

9 a.m. 

30.089  inches  (1018.9  millibars) 

9 p.m. 

Air  Temperature 
Daily  Averages  : 

30.092  inches  (1019.0  millibars) 

Maximum 

58.5  degrees 

Minimum 

46.8  „ 

Combined 

52.7  „ 

Range 

11.7  „ 

At  9 a.m. 

53.5  „ 

At  9 p.m. 

52.3  „ 

Warmest  day — June  28th 

82  „ 

Warmest  nights- 

-June  28th  and  July  24th 

66 

Coldest  day — March  6th 

37  „ 

Coldest  night — February  4th 

25  „ 

Sea  Temperature  . . 

Daily  average 

54.2  degrees 

Highest— August  22nd 

67.8  „ 

Lowest — February  5th 

39.2  „ 

Earth  Temperature 

1 foot.  Daily  Average 

53.9  degrees 

4 feet.  Daily  Average 

53.7  „ 

Sunshine 

Total 

2153.3  hours 

Daily  Average 

Recorded  on  322  days 

5.90  hours 

Humidity 

Daily  Average — 9 a.m. 

84  per  cent. 

Daily  Average — 9 p.m. 

88  per  cent. 

Prevailing  Winds  . . West  . . 

Snow  and  sleet  recorded  on 
Hail  recorded  on  . . 
Thunderstorms  recorded  on 
Fog  (9  a.m.)  recorded  on 
Gales  recorded  on . . 

Ground  Frost  recorded  during 


. . 30.96  per  cent. 
4 days 


7 »> 

59  nights 
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The  following  Table  gives  the  monthly  averages  of  temperature, 
sunshine  and  rainfall. 


Month 

Air  Temperature 

Mean 

Sea 

Temp- 

erature 

Sunshine 

Rainfall 

Means  of 

High- 

est 

Low- 

est 

Total 

Hours 

Daily 

Hours 

Inches 

‘ Rain * 
Days 

Maxi- 

mum 

Mini - 
mum 

Max. 

and 

Min. 

Com- 

bined 

January 

48.5 

38.8 

43-7 

52 

30 

44-7 

89.6 

2.89 

1. 17 

12 

February . . 

49-4 

37.4 

43-4 

54 

ZS 

43-3 

145-4 

S-I9 

1. 1 1 

7 

March 

48.0 

36.8 

42.4 

60 

30 

43-o 

128.2 

4.14 

1.30 

6 

April 

5<>-5 

44.2 

50-3 

67 

33 

49.4 

228.4 

7.61 

1.26 

II 

May 

58.9 

4S-8 

52-3 

*>5 

36 

53-8 

250.7 

8.10 

1-59 

12 

June 

64.7 

Si-8 

58-3 

82 

44 

60.0 

266.0 

8.87 

0.52 

4 

July 

71-3 

57-8 

64-5 

80 

50 

64.8 

295.8 

9-54 

0.29 

5 

August  . . 

71.3 

57-3 

64-3 

78 

49 

66.2 

274.2 

8.85 

I-I5 

8 

September 

70.0 

58.7 

64-3 

80 

SI 

659 

179.7 

5-99 

2.31 

IO 

October  . . 

62.5 

50.4 

56.5 

70 

33 

60.8 

'35-9 

4-38 

8.48 

17 

November 

Si-4 

41.6 

46-5 

58 

32 

5i-4 

94-5 

3-15 

4.69 

15 

December 

49.6 

41.2 

45-4 

55 

31 

47-5 

64.9 

2.09 

2.65 

19 

Year 

58.5 

46.8 

52-7 

82 

25 

54-2 

2153-3 

5-  9° 

26.52 

126 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply. — The  bulk  of  the  Borough’s  water  supply,  provided 
by  the  Eastbourne  Water  Works  Company,  is  obtained  from  a well  at 
Friston,  3^  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town.  This  well,  which  is 
120  feet  deep,  is  fed  from  a heading  approximately  2J  miles  in  length, 
cut  into  the  chalk.  The  floor  of  the  heading  lies  at  depths  varying 
from  120  to  400  feet  below  the  surface  level  of  the  ground.  The  water 
is  pumped  to  a reservoir  on  Friston  Hill  and  thence  gravitates  by  a 
twenty-one  inch  main  to  holding  and  distributing  covered  reservoirs  at 
Meads  and  Mill  Gap. 

The  Catchment  Area,  all  downland,  has  an  area  of  some  four  square 
miles.  Every  possible  precaution  continues  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
pollution  of  the  gathering  ground  and  about  2,000  acres  are  leased  to 
the  Forestry  Commission. 

The  supply  was  again  ample  in  quantity  and  the  quality  of  the  water 
was  of  the  highest  order.  Chlorination  treatment,  applied  for  the  first 
time  in  1940  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  was  continued. 
The  weekly  consumption  of  water  varied  between  29 \ and  19|  million 
gallons,  the  average  being  about  23 1 million  gallons. 

From  the  subsidiary  source  of  supply  at  Holywell  114|  million 
gallons  were  pumped,  and  from  the  Waterworks  Road  source 
12|  million  gallons. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  both  of  the  raw  and  piped 
supplies  were  carried  out  regularly  on  behalf  of  the  Eastbourne  Water 
Works  Company  and  the  Local  Authority.  During  the  year  6 chemical 
and  17  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  and  4 chemical 
and  20  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  piped  supply  were  carried 
out : every  sample  was  reported  as  satisfactory.  The  following  are 
typical  reports  on  samples  taken  from 


{a)  Friston  (source  of  supply), 

( b ) Holywell  (subsidiary  source), 

(c)  Waterworks  Road  (subsidiary  source),  and 

( d ) the  Town  Main  (as  received  by  the  public). 

(a)  The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

66,  Victoria  Street, 

London,  S.W.l. 


Bacteriological  Examination  on  a Sample  of  Water 
RECEIVED  ON  28/12/49  FROM  EASTBOURNE  WATERWORKS 
Company,  labelled  Friston  Well. 


Number  of  Colonies 
developing  on  Agar 


Presumptive  Coli- 
aerogenes  Reaction 
Bact.  coli  (Type  1)  . . 
Cl.  welchii  Reaction 


1  day  at  37 °C. 
0 per  ml. 
Present  in 

— ml. 

— ml. 

— ml. 


2  days  at  37 °C. 

0  per  ml. 

Absent  from 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 
100  ml. 


3  days  at  20°  C. 

1  per  ml. 
Probable 
Number 

0  per  100  ml. 
0 per  100  ml. 


This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  conforms  to  the 
highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  wholesome  in 
character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

{Signed)  Roy  C.  Hoather. 

2nd  January,  1950. 


{b)  The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

66,  Victoria  Street, 

London,  S.W.l. 


Bacteriological  Examination  on  a Sample  of  Water 
RECEIVED  ON  1/12/49  FROM  EASTBOURNE  WATERWORKS 
Company,  labelled  Holywell. 


Number  of  Colonies 
developing  on  Agar 


Presumptive  Coli- 
aerogenes  Reaction 
Bact.  coli  (Type  1)  . . 
Cl.  welchii  Reaction 


1  day  at  37aC. 
0 per  ml. 
Present  in 

— - ml. 

— ml. 

— ml. 


2  days  at  37°C. 

0 per  ml. 

Absent  from 

100  ml. 
100  ml. 
100  ml. 


3  days  at  20°  C. 

2  per  ml. 
Probable 
Number 

0 per  100  ml. 
0 per  100  ml. 


This  sample  is  bright  and  clear  in  appearance  and  conforms  to  the 
highest  standards  of  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  wholesome  in 
character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

{Signed)  Roy  C.  Hoather. 


9th  December,  1949. 
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(c)  The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

66,  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.l. 


Bacteriological  Examination  on  a Sample  of  Water 
RECEIVED  ON  7/11/49  FROM  • EASTBOURNE  WATERWORKS 
Company,  labelled  Waterworks  Road. 


Number  of  Colonies 
developing  on  Agar 


Presumptive  Coli- 
aerogenes  Reaction 
Bact.  Coli  (Type  1).  . 
Cl.  welchii  Reaction 


1  day  at  37°C. 
1 per  ml. 
Present  in 

— ml. 

— ml. 

— ml. 


days  at  37°C. 

2  per  ml. 

Absent  from 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 


3  days  at  20°  C. 

1 per  ml. 
Probable 
Number 

0 per  100  ml. 
0 per  100  ml. 


This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  is  of  a high 
standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  wholesome  in 
character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

15 th  November,  1949.  ( Signed ) Roy  C.  Hoather. 


( d ) The  Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory, 

Wraysbury,  Offham  Road,  Lewes. 
Report  on  a Sample  of  Water  forwarded  by  Dr.  J. 
Fenton,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Eastbourne, 
on  the  12th  December,  1949. 

Sample  Labelled  : Sample  of  water  from  Eastbourne  Town  Main. 
The  water  on  arrival  had  the  following  characteristics  : — 

Colour  . . None 

Smell  . . None 

Sediment  . . None 


Chemical  analysis  afforded  the  following  : — 


Grams  per 

Parts  per 

Gallon 

Million 

Total  solids  (dried  at  100°C.) 

26.0 

Solids  (after  ignition) 

20.0 

Chlorine 

2.6 

Ammonia  (free) 

.030 

Ammonia  (albuminoid) 

.030 

Oxygen  taken  from  permanganate  in  j hour 

Nil 

Oxygen  taken  from  permanganate  in  4 hours 

Nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 

.34 

Nitrites 

Nil 

Hardness  (Total) 

14.0 

Hardness  (after  boiling) 

4.6 

Phosphates 

Nil 

Metallic  Impurity — Iron 

Ph— 7.6 

.025 
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Report 

The  water  maintains  its  high  degree  of  organic  purity,  and  as  far  as 
can  be  ascertained  from  a chemical  analysis,  I am  of  opinion  that  it  is 
quite  safe  for  drinking  purposes  and  suitable  for  a Public  Supply. 

{Signed)  R.  F.  Wright,  Public  Analyst. 

19th  December,  1949. 


The  Clinical  Research  Association  Ltd., 
Watergate  House,  York  Buildings,  W.C.2, 
and 

South  Road,  Haywards  Heath,  Sussex. 

To  Dr.  J.  Fenton,  M.O.H., 

Avenue  House,  The  Avenue,  Eastbourne. 

(Eastbourne  Borough)  11/11/49. 

Laboratory  Report  No.  24212. 

Specimen  Water  marked  Town  Main.  Received  8/11/49. 

Bacteriological  Water  Report 

Agar  plate  count,  at  20°C.,  for  three  days  . . =0  per  ml. 

Agar  plate  count,  at  37°C.,  for  two  days  . . =1  per  ml. 

Faecal  coli  . . . . . . . . not  found  in  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  . . none  per  100  ml. 

Enterococci  . . . . . . . . Hot  found  in  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  (spores)  . . . . . . not  found  in  100  ml. 

The  results  show  this  water  to  be  highly  satisfactory  for  drinking 
purposes. 

{Signed)  R.  S.  Ralph,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Laboratory  Director. 


Six  dwellings  in  the  Borough  receive  their  water  from  a stand-pipe 
and  six  obtain  their  water  supply  from  wells.  All  other  dwellings  have 
a direct  supply  from  public  water  mains. 

Public  Baths. — 

{a)  Slipper  Baths 

I.  Old  Town.  Twelve  baths  are  provided  for  males  and  five  for 
females.  The  number  using  these  baths  was  17,041  (16,880  in 
1948  and  15,812  in  1947). 

II.  Seaside.  Thirty  baths  are  provided,  15  for  males  and  15  for 
females.  The  number  using  these  baths  was  37,095  (35,416  n 
1948  and  36,317  in  1947). 

III.  Devonshire.  Eighteen  baths  are  provided,  9 for  males  and  9 for 
females.  The  number  using  these  baths  was  7,785. 
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(b)  Swimming  Baths 

I.  Old  Town.  This  Bath,  situate  in  the  Old  Town  area,  is  a fresh- 
water bath  filled  from  a well  in  the  grounds.  It  was  in  use  from 
May  4th  to  the  end  of  October.  On  Wednesday  afternoons  and 
on  Saturdays  the  Bath  was  available  for  the  public  but  at  other 
times  it  was  used  by  organised  school  parties,  mainly  from  the 
Local  Authority’s  Schools. 

The  numbers  using  this  Bath  were  : — 


Adults  . . . . . . . . 290 

Children  . . . . . . 3,005 

Organised  school  parties  . . . . 13,118 


Total  . . 16,413 


Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  installation,  during 
1950,  of  an  up-to-date  filtration  and  chlorination  system. 

II.  Devonshire.  Here  two  Swimming  Baths  are  available.  They  are 
filled  with  sea  water  and  run  on  a continuous  turnover,  filtration, 
chlorination  and  heating  system.  Both  baths  were  open  during 
the  summer  months.  The  smaller  only  was  in  use  during  the 
winter  months. 

The  numbers  using  these  Swimming  Baths  were  : — 


Adults  . . 

. 13,627 

Children 

. 34,572 

Children  in  organised  parties 

. 17,034 

Youth  Organisations 

1,920 

Total 

. 67,153 

The  Old  Town  and  Seaside  Baths  are  under  the  control  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  the  Devonshire  Baths  are  the  responsibility  of 
the  Entertainments  Department. 

The  chlorine  content  of  each  bath,  when  in  use,  is  estimated  twice 
daily  and  samples  of  the  water  are  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  at  least  once  a month  and  oftener  if  considered  necessary. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  sewerage  of  the  Borough  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Borough  Engineer  and  the  whole  of  the  sewage  is 
discharged,  after  screening,  into  the  sea  at  Langney  Point.  With  the 
exception  of  some  171  properties  in  the  eastern  area  of  the  Borough, 
and  40  smallholdings  and  2 farm  cottages  on  or  at  the  foot  of  the  downs, 
where  disposal  is  to  septic  tanks  or  cesspools,  drainage  to  the  sewerage 
system  is  general. 

Public  Cleansing. — The  Borough  Engineer  is  responsible  for  public 
cleansing  and  scavenging.  Portable  dustbins  are  in  use  for  the  storage 
of  house  refuse  in  almost  all  premises;  the  few  remaining  ashpits  are 
being  eliminated. 
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Inspections  and  Visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. — The 
following  is  a summary  of  the  inspections  made  and  premises  and  places 
visited  in  connection  with  various  matters  : — 


General 

Food  and  Food  Premises 

Complaints  investigated 

1,185 

* Cowsheds 

206 

Schools 

132 

Dairies  and  Milk  Purveyors.  . 

227 

Camping  Sites  and  Moveable 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  . . 

348 

Dwellings 

88 

Ice  Cream  Retailers 

471 

Places  of  Public  Entertainm’t 

60 

Bakehouses 

110 

Public  Baths 

73 

Butchers’  Shops  and  Whole- 

Drainage & Plumbing  Works 

1,457 

sale  Depots 

334 

Visits  in  connection  with — 

Fish  Shops 

182 

(i)  Land  Charges  Enquiries 

321 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . 

91 

(ii)  Timber  Certificates 

38 

Fruiterers 

133 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

222 

Other  food  shops  and  stores . . 

565 

Smoke  Observations 

63 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Kitchens 

689 

Knackers’  Yards 

215 

Slaughter  Houses 

450 

Factories.. 

217 

Proposed  Catering  Establish- 

Workplaces 

68 

ments 

31 

Outworkers  Premises 

34 

Food  Samples  Taken 

533 

Shops  (Sect.  10,  Shops  Act, 

1934)  .. 

185 

Infectious  Disease  Investigations 

Re-visits 

1,164 

Visits  and  enquiries 

139 

Houses  Disinfected 

101 

Housing 

Dwelling  Houses,  Housing  Act  517 

Rodent  Control 

Dwelling  Houses,  Public  Health 

Visits  and  inspections 

287 

Act 

461 

Verminous  Houses 

36 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

1,821 

Re-visits 

1,400 

* With  the  coming  into  force  on  the  lit  October,  1949,  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  the  Local  Authority  was  from  that  date  relieved 
of  the  duty  of  supervising  the  production  of  milk. 


Statutory  Nuisances,  etc. — Premises  coming  within  those  Sections 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  deal  with  nuisances,  insanitary 
conditions,  etc.,  were  usually  dealt  with  after  informal  notice. 

The  following  statutory  notices  were  served  : — 

Complied  with 


Served  in  1949  in  1949 

To  remedy  unsatisfactory  drainage 

of  premises  (Section  39)  1 1 

To  provide  dustbins  (Section  75). . 4 4 

To  abate  nuisances  (Section  93)  13  13 


The  Public  Health  Committee  has  been  given  delegated  powers  by 
the  Council  to  act  as  the  Local  Authority  for  those  sections  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  dealing  with  insanitary  conditions  and 
moveable  dwellings. 

Camping  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwellings. — An  application  was 
received  for  a licence  to  use  several  acres  of  land  at  the  foot  of  the  downs 
as  a camping  site  for  tents  only.  A licence  was  granted,  subject  to 
certain  conditions  as  to  water  supply,  disposal  of  waste  matter,  density 
of  tents  on  the  site,  and  as  to  the  maintenance  of  general  cleanliness. 
No  nuisance  arose  from  the  use  of  the  land  for  this  purpose. 
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Two  applications  to  site  caravans  were  approved  and  licences  granted. 
One  application  to  site  a caravan  was  refused. 

Tents,  caravans  and  other  moveable  flwellings  stationed  on  land  for 
less  than  42  days  were  visited  from  time  to  time. 

Schools. — The  schools  under  the  control  of  the  Local  Education 
Authority  were  inspected  at  intervals  during  the  year. 

Shops  Acts. — The  Public  Health  Committee  acts  as  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Shops  Acts,  but  only  Section  10  of  the  Act  of 
1934,  which  deals  with  matters  affecting  the  health  and  comfort  of 
shop  workers,  is  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Factories  Act,  1937. — The  wide  definition  of  “Factory”  under 
Section  151  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  covers  all  places  formerly 
known  as  factories  and  as  workshops. 

The  health  provisions  applicable  to  factories  are  included  in  Part  I 
of  the  Act  of  1937,  and  are  enforceable  in  part  by  the  Factory  Inspectors 
and  in  part  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  provisions  of  Section  7 of 
the  Act  relative  to  sanitary  conveniences  at  all  factories  in  the  Borough 
are  enforced  by  the  Council  and  it  is  their  duty  to  see  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations,  1938,  are  complied  with. 


The  provisions  of  Part  I of  the  Act  relative  to  cleanliness  (Section  1), 
overcrowding  (Section  2),  temperature  (Section  3),  ventilation  (Section 
4)  and  drainage  of  floors  (Section  6)  as  respects  any  factory  in  which 
mechanical  power  is  not  used,  are  enforced  by  the  Council. 


The  provisions  relative  to  lighting  of  factories  (Section  5)  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  Factory  Inspectors. 

The  expression  “Factory”  includes  very  many  premises  which  are 
regularly  inspected  for  other  purposes,  for  example,  an  ice  cream 
factory  with  a power-driven  mixer,  a dairy  with  a bottling  machine, 
and  a butcher’s  shop  with  a sausage-making  machine  are  all  factories, 
but  are  inspected  primarily  as  food  premises  and  the  visits  are  recorded 
as  visits  to  such  premises.  Major  works  of  building  and  engineering 
construction  are  also  “factories”  whilst  men  are  employed  in  their 
construction. 

“Workplaces”  are  not  included  in  the  following  table  as  the  require- 
ments as  to  sanitary  accommodation,  overcrowding,  cleanliness,  etc., 
are  enforceable  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
and  not  under  the  Factories  Act. 


21 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
ties 

90 

117 

17 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

188 

77 

5 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

87 

89 

Total 

365 

283 

22 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Referred 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l)  .. 

4 

3 

Overcrowding  (S.2).  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp- 
erature (S.3) 

1 

1 







Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 











Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

_ 









Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

4 

4 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

10 

9 

2 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

_ 





Other  offences  ag  inst 
the  Act  (not  inclu- 
ding offences  rela- 
ting to  Outwork)  . . 

10 

9 

1 

Total 

29 

26 

1 

3 

— 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act — Outwork 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

Section  110 

No.  of  Out- 
Workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section  110 
(I)  (c) 

No.  of  cases 
of  default  in 
sending  lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure  to 
supply  lists 

Wearing!  Making,  etc. 

28 

— 

— 

Apparel  f Cleaning  & washing 

— 

— 

— 

Household  linen 

2 

— 

— 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets.  . 

1 

— 

— 

Curtains  & furniture  hangings 

10 

— 

— 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

2 

— 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

1 

— 

— 

Basket  making 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

45 

— 

— 

Section  111. — There  were  no  instances  found  of  work  being  done 
by  outworkers  in  unwholesome  premises. 

Basement  Bakehouses. — The  only  remaining  basement  bakehouse 
in  the  Borough  was  the  subject  of  a five-year  review.  Following  a 
special  inspection  and  report  the  Council  resolved  that  the  certificate 
of  suitability  issued  in  1902  should  continue  to  apply  to  the  premises, 
and  the  bakehouse  will  therefore  continue  to  be  used. 


HOUSING 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  the  year  . . 995 

(Under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  habitation  . . . . . . . . . . 720 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  . . . . . . . . . . 594 

Number  of  notices  served  under  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936  4 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

1.  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

2.  By  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . — 

Formal  notices  under  Public  Health  Act  ..  ..  ..  11 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 

of  formal  notice  : — 

1 . By  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

2.  By  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . — 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Number  of  houses  demolished  . . . . . . . . — 
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Number  of  dwelling  houses  not  demolished  as  a result  of  under- 
taking by  owners  under  Section  11  . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  occupied  under  Licence  (Defence 

Regulation  68a)  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  undertakings  made  in  accordance  with  Section  11, 

cancelled,  the  house  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . . — 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  in  respect  of  underground 

rooms  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  in  respect  of  parts  of  buildings 

other  than  underground  rooms . . . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined,  the  underground  rooms 

having  been  made  fit  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Applicants  for  Housing  Accommodation. — 


Total  number  of  outstanding  applications  : at  31/12/49  . . 1,579 

at  30/  6/50  . . 1,335 


Analysis  of  Applications  : 


Persons  living  alone  . . . . 50 

Married  couples — no  children  349 
„ „ —1  child  515 

,,  ,,  — 2 children  290 

,,  ,,  — 3 children  81 

,,  ,,  — 4 children  27 


Married  couples — 5 children  12 
,,  ,,  — 6 children  6 

,,  „ — 7 children  2 

,,  ,,  — 8 children  2 

,,  ,,  — 9 children  — 

,,  ,,  — 10  children  1 


Total  . . 1,335 


(Of  this  total,  308  are  “deferred”  applications) 

Three  hundred  and  forty-four  families  have  been  housed  in 
requisitioned  properties. 

Number  of  family  units  re-housed  during  1949  . . . . 119 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919 

The  campaign  against  rats  and  mice  was  continued.  The  action 
against  rats  falls  broadly  into  two  spheres — 

(a)  Surface  treatment. 

( b ) Sewer  treatment. 

Surface  treatment  deals  with  business  premises,  private  houses  and 
land,  and  is  carried  out  following  complaints  of  infestation  by  occupiers 
and  also  as  a result  of  routine  investigation  by  the  rodent  operators. 
Sewer  treatment  takes  the  form  of  tw'ice  yearly  baiting  of  the  sewer 
manholes  : in  those  areas  where  no  rats  have  been  found  on  the  previous 
baiting,  a test  baiting  is  carried  out  whereby  some  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
sewer  manholes  in  the  area  are  baited  and  if  no  results  are  seen  it  is 
assumed  for  that  period  that  the  sewers  are  clear  : in  those  areas 
previously  found  to  be  infested  a manhole  by  manhole  baiting  is  carried 
out  on  a three-day  system,  two  days  plain  bait  and  one  day  poison  bait. 
Both  the  bait  base  and  the  poison  are  changed  for  each  six-monthly 
treatment.  Where  rats  are  found  in  adjoining  premises  it  is  usual  for 
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a “block  control  treatment”  to  be  carried  out;  in  such  cases  a con- 
venient number  of  premises  are  selected  and  all  drains,  sewers,  yards, 
etc.,  in  connection  with  these  premises  are  baited  at  the  same  time. 
Sixty-nine  such  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Seven  major  rat  infestations  were  dealt  with,  the  largest  having  an 
estimated  kill  of  35  rats. 

Mice  infestations  are  usually  localised  to  one  premises  and  are  dealt 
with  as  found. 

Surface  infestation  was,  in  almost  all  cases,  dealt  with  by  the  Council’s 
operators,  and  all  private  properties  were  treated  without  charge. 
A charge  was  made  for  disinfestation  on  business  premises,  the  charge 
being  based  on  the  number  of  baiting  points  required. 

Close  co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  officers  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Infestation  Division,  and  as  the  Council 
has  agreed  to  comply  with  the  conditions  and  methods  of  treatment 
prescribed  by  the  Ministry,  a fifty  per  cent,  grant,  based  on  the  net 
overall  cost  of  rodent  control,  was  claimed. 

Three  whole-time  rodent  operators  were  employed,  and  they  carried 
out  their  duties  under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who  is  the  appointed  Rodent  Officer. 

The  total  number  of  infestations  by  rats  and  mice  found  (exclusive 


of  the  sewer  treatments)  was  : — 

Rats  . . . . . . . . . . 219 

Mice  . . . . . . . . . . 375 

These  infestations  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — • 

Treated  by  Council’s  operators  . . . . 580 

Treated  by  occupiers  . . . . . . 14 

Estimated  kill — rats  (Ministry  of  Food  formula).  . 910 


Estimated  kill — mice  (Ministry  of  Food  formula)  1,759 

The  principal  method  used  was  pre-baiting  and  poisoning,  using 
either  damped  sausage  rusk  and  zinc  phosphide  or  bread  mash  and 
arsenic.  The  proportion  of  dead  bodies  found  is  comparatively  small 
and  the  Ministry’s  formula  for  estimating  the  kill  is  based  on  the  amount 
of  poison  bait  consumed. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Food  Premises. — In  a holiday  resort  it  is  especially  important  that 
strict  attention  be  paid  to  the  hygiene  of  catering  establishments  of  all 
kinds,  catering  as  these  premises  do  for  such  a large  influx  of  summer 
visitors  and  a varied  number  of  visitors  at  other  times  of  the  year. 

Food  shops,  cafes,  hotel  and  restaurant  kitchens,  snack  bars,  ice 
cream  parlours  and,  in  fact,  all  places  where  food  is  prepared  or  stored 
were  regularly  inspected  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  requirements 
of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947-1948,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations. 
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Defects  or  defaults  found  were  usually  remedied  when  the  attention 
of  the  responsible  person  was  drawn  to  the  matter.  In  one  case  it  was 
necessary  formally  to  warn  the  occupier  of  a restaurant  as  to  the 
unhygienic  condition  of  the  premises,  and  in  another  case  a notice 
was  served  under  Section  13,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  requiring  the 
occupier  to  carry  out  certain  works. 

A constant  endeavour  is  made  to  maintain  a high  standard  of  hygiene 
in  the  handling  and  preparation  of  food.  The  personnel  regularly 
engaged  in  the  trade  are  co-operative  but  difficulty  is  often  experienced 
in  dealing  with  and  educating  the  chance  labour  employed  during 
seasonal  rush  periods. 

In  December  the  Council  resolved  to  adopt  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Model  Byelaws  dealing  with  the  “Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery 
of  Food  and  the  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air.”  This  further  power 
to  control  the  handling  and  distribution  of  food  should  prove  of  very 
great  value  in  the  clean  food  campaign. 

Food  Hygiene. — The  Council  decided  in  January  to  grant  free 
washing  facilities  in  the  public  lavatories  to  roundsmen  employed  in 
the  delivery  of  milk,  meat  and  bread.  One  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
roundsmen  have  accordingly  been  issued  with  free  passes. 

Milk. — Changes  of  a major  character  in  the  field  of  supervision  and 
control  of  milk  supplies  took  place  during  the  year.  On  the  1st 
October  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  came  into 
operation,  and  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  production  of  milk  passed  from  local  authorities  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Local  authority  officers  noted 
this  change  with  no  little  regret  as  a great  deal  had  been  done  in  the 
past  to  improve  the  conditions  under  which  milk  was  produced  and  in 
the  hygiene  of  cowsheds  generally. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Act  and  the  new  Milk  Regulations 
came  into  force  on  the  same  day.  The  Act  gives  the  Minister  of  Food 
power  to  prescribe  “Specified  Areas”  in  which  no  milk,  other  than 
Special  Designated  Milks  may  be  sold.  The  inclusion  of  Eastbourne 
in  such  an  area  will  make  little  difference,  as  about  ninety-eight  per  cent, 
of  the  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  Pasteurised,  and  that  sold  raw  is 
mainly  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  which  has  been  bottled  at  the  place 
of  production.  A further  provision  of  this  Act  is  eventually  to  reduce 
the  number  of  designations  under  which  milk  may  be  sold  to  three, 
namely,  Tuberculin  Tested  for  raw  milk,  and  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
for  milk  which  has  been  treated  by  heat.  A vendor  will,  however,  be 
permitted  to  use  the  prefix  Tuberculin  Tested  when  milk  licensed  to 
be  produced  under  that  designation  is  pasteurised. 

The  new  Milk  Regulations  embody  several  new  points,  many  of 
which  were  lacking  in  previous  Regulations.  Perhaps  the  most 
important  of  these  is  that  which  prescribes  that  milk  shall  be 
prevented  from  being  unnecessarily  exposed  to  heat,  and  from  being 
contaminated  by  dirt,  dust,  rain  water  or  otherwise,  whilst  in  course  of 
delivery,  and  also  prohibits  the  depositing  of  milk  on  the  highway, 
other  than  on  final  delivery  on  retail  sale. 
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It  will  be  appreciated  from  the  above  that  the  inspection  of  farms 
and  the  sampling  of  raw  milk  at  the  place  of  production  took  place 
for  only  nine  months  of  the  year.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year 
the  number  of  producers  and  retailers  on  the  register  was  : — 
Producers  . . 14 

Producer  Retailers . . 2 

Retailers  . . . . 23  (of  whom  17  sold  milk 

in  sealed  bottles 
only). 

Under  the  new  Regulations,  milk  distributors  and  dairy  premises 
must  be  registered.  Shops  in  which  milk  is  sold  only  in  the  unopened 
containers  in  which  it  is  received  are  not  registered  as  dairies,  but  the 
vendor  in  such  cases  is  registered  as  a distributor. 

Sale  of  Milk  Regulations. — Thirty-one  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
for  analysis  and  the  following  table  shows  the  average  composition  of 
the  samples  submitted  during  each  quarter.  It  will  be  noted  that  no 
sample  fell  below  the  required  legal  minimum  standard. 


Samples  Taken 

Milk  Fat  % 

Milk  Solids  other 
than  Milk  Fat  % 

1st  Quarter 

3.51 

8.69 

2nd  Quarter 

3.45 

8.87 

3rd  Quarter 

3.47 

8.60 

4th  Quarter 

3.71 

8.76 

Average  for  the  year 

3.54 

8.73 

Richest  sample  (December) 

3.80 

8.99 

Poorest  sample  (September) 

3.40 

8.50 

Requirements  of  the  Sale  of.  Milk 
Regulations 

' 

3.00 

8.50 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations. — Licences  granted 


under  the  above  Regulations  were  : — 

Producers’  Licences  to  use  the  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  2 

Producers’  Licences  to  use  the  designation  “Accredited”  . . 11 

Pasteuriser’s  Licence  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Supplementary  Licence  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  processed 
elsewhere  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  the  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”.  . 6 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  the  designation  “Pasteurised”  . . 19 


The  following  samples  of  Special  Designated  and  Heat  Treated  Milk 
were  taken,  with  the  results  shown  :• — 
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Class  of  Milk 

Number  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Appropriate  Tests 

Number  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

65 

Phosphatase 
Methylene  Blue . . 

64 

59 

1 

6 

Heat  Treated 

49 

Phosphatase 
Methylene  Blue.. 

49 

42 

7 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

(Pasteurised) 

16 

Phosphatase 
Methylene  Blue . . 

16 

16 

— 

Tuberculin' 

Tested 

Tuberculin  f 
Tested 
(Certified)  J 

7 

Methylene  Blue.  . 

4 

3 

Accredited 

24 

Methylene  Blue.  . 

17 

7 

A sample  of  Pasteurised  Milk  is  regarded  as  satisfying  the  test  if, 
on  being  transported  and  kept  as  prescribed  by  the  Regulations,  it  fails 
to  decolourise  methylene  blue  in  30  minutes. 

Pasteurised  milk  is  subjected  to  the  “Phosphatase  Test”  to  ensure 
that  the  milk  has  been  effectively  treated  by  heat. 

The  term  “Heat  Treated”  as  used  above  refers  to  milk  which  had 
been  treated  by  heat  in  accordance  with  the  scheme  devised  by  the 
Minister  of  Food,  but  was  not  a special  designation.  The  term  has 
now  fallen  into  disuse. 

Of  the  samples  which  failed  to  satisfy  the  prescribed  test,  the  one 
sample  failing  on  the  “Phosphatase  Test”  was  found  to  be  due  to  a 
leaky  valve  in  the  holder  allowing  unheated  milk  to  enter  a section  of 
the  holder;  this  defect  was  rectified. 

In  those  cases  in  which  milk  had  been  pasteurised  or  heat  treated 
and  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  the  bottle  washing  was 
suspect  and  closer  attention  to  this  factor  resulted  in  satisfactory 
samples. 

The  failure  of  the  raw  milks  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  test  was 
generally  due  to  some  fault  in  production  and  handling  on  the  farm. 
After  investigation  faulty  production  methods  were  corrected  and 
subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Examination  of  Milk  for  the  Presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli.— 
Thirty-nine  samples  were  submitted  for  the  biological  test.  In  all  cases 
the  bacteriologist  reported  that  the  guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  milk 
from  the  respective  samples  failed  to  show  any  sign  of  tuberculous 
infection  on  post  mortem  examination. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations.— Five  contraventions  of  these 
Regulations  were  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  In  three 
instances  it  was  alleged  that  milk  had  been  supplied  in  dirty  bottles 
and  in  one  that  particles  of  glass  were  found  in  a bottle  of  milk.  The 
vendor  in  one  case  was  prosecuted  and  fined.  The  persons  responsible 
for  each  of  the  three  other  offences  were  formally  warned. 

The  subject  of  the  other  report  was  of  an  unusual  nature  in  that 
milk  as  delivered  to  a school  was  found  to  have  a peculiar  taste.  The 
supplier  of  the  milk  was  notified,  the  school  visited  and  two  unopened 
bottles  were  brought  from  the  school  and  checked.  It  was  alleged  that 
the  milk  was  contaminated  with  what  appeared  to  be  a disinfectant. 
The  vendor  reported  that  he  had  examined  all  milk  received  on  the 
morning  the  complaint  was  made  and  that  four  churns  from  one 
producer  were  found  to  be  contaminated.  A sample  was  taken  from 
one  of  these  churns  and  the  remaining  milk  was  rejected.  The  sample 
taken  from  the  churn,  together  with  three  unopened  bottles  collected 
from  other  schools,  was  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst,  who  reported  that 
he  failed  to  find  chlorine  in  any  of  the  samples  but  one  had  a strong 
odour  and  a very  unpleasant  taste.  It  was  subsequently  discovered 
by  the  officers  of  a neighbouring  local  authority  -that  the  farmer  had 
been  using  “Osyl”  for  sterilising  utensils.  This  aspect  of  the  matter 
was  dealt  with  by  the  officers  of  the  local  authority  concerned  and  no 
further  complaints  were  received.  No  children  suffered  any  ill  effects. 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream. — The  regular  inspection  of 
premises  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured,  stored  or  sold,  and  the 
sampling  of  ice  cream  was  continued. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  premises  were  registered  under 


Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  : — 

(a)  Manufacture  only  . . . . . . 1 

(b)  Manufacture  and  Retail  Sale  . . . . 14 

(c)  Retail  Sale  . . . . . . 95 

(d)  Storage  only  . . . . . . . . 2 


Of  the  above,  14  were  new  registrations. 

One  application  for  registration  for  storage  and  sale  from  a multiple 
firm  of  greengrocers  and  fruiterers  was  refused.  The  appeal  of  the 
applicants  to  a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  was  dismissed  with 
costs. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  samples  were  taken  and  forwarded 
to  laboratories  for  examination  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test.  There  is 
still  no  bacteriological  standard  for  ice  cream,  but  the  results  of  the 
Methylene  Blue  test  were  of  very  considerable  value  in  indicating 
unsatisfactory  methods  in  manufacture,  handling  and  distribution. 

As  those  employed  in  the  trade  were  always  ready  to  accept  advice 
and  act  on  suggestions  for  correcting  any  fault  it  was  not  necessary  in 
any  case  to  take  formal  action  under  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment) 
Regulations,  or  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
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Although  there  is  no  standard  for  fat  content  of  ice  cream,  33  samples 
were  submitted  for  analysis  to  ascertain  if  any  fell  below  a fat  content 
of  2.5  per  cent.,  this  being  the  figure  suggested  as  a minimum  haying 
regard  to  the  allocation  of  ingredients  to  manufacturers  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food. 


The  fat  content  of  the  samples  analysed  ranged  from  1.0 
13.6  per  cent.  : — 


per  cent,  to 


13.6  per  cent.  : — 

4 samples  had  a fat  content  of  less  than  2.5  per  cent. 

6 ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  between  2.5  per  cent,  and 

fs  ..  ..  ..  4.0  per  cent,  and  r 

6.0  per  cent,  and  8.0  per  cent 


4.0  per  cent. 

6.0  per  cent. 


\j.\j  jjti  pvt  '-oni. 

8.0  per  cent,  and  10.0  per  cent. 


Slaughtering  of  Food  Animals  and  Meat  Inspection. — With  the 
exception  of  an  occasional  “cottager’s”  pig,  the  slaughtering  of  all 
animals  for  human  food  continued  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Ministry 
of  Food  requisitioned  Slaughterhouse  at  Langney. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  weekly  greatly  exceeded 
that  of  previous  years,  November  and  December  being  the  two  busiest 
months. 


Certain  works  of  improvement  to  the  Slaughterhouse  were  carried 
out  during  the  year  and  following  recent  discussions  between  officers 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the  Public  Health  Department, 
further  improvements  will  soon  be  undertaken. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2,910 

977 

1,761 

6,597 

409 

Number  inspected 

2,910 

977 

1,761 

6,597 

409 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

7 

2 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1,542 

600 

3 

572 

43 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

52.99 

62.13 

.17 

8.70 

11.49 

Tuberculosis  Only 
Whole  carcase 
condemned 

5 

28 

_ 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

298 

316 

7 

4 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

10.41 

35.21 

.40 

_ 

1.96 
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Unsound  Food. — A bun  loaf  containing  a foreign  body  was  the 
subject  of  a formal  seizure  as  provided  by  Section  10,  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938.  The  loaf  was  submitted  to  a Justice  for  examination  and 
condemnation.  Legal  action  was  not  taken,  but  the  manufacturer  was 
formally  warned. 

The  following  goods  were  surrendered  on  being  found  to  be  unfit 
for  food  : — 


Baby  Food  (cans) 

9 

Bacon  (lbs.) 

20 

Bengers  Food  (cans) 

7 

Biscuits  (lbs.) 

2 

Blanc  Mange  Powder  (pkts.).  . 

7 

Breakfast  Cereals  (pkts.) 

43 

Butter  (lbs.) 

62 

Cake  (lbs.) 

32 

Cake  Mixture  (pkts.) 

801 

Cheese  (lbs.) 

41  i 

Cheese,  imported  (pkts.) 

110 

Chocolate  (lbs.) 

15 

Chocolate  Spread  (pkts.) 

89 

Cocoa  (pkts.) 

3 

Coffee  (lbs.) 

47 

Coffee  and  Chicory  (cans) 

588 

Cornflour  (pkts.) 

3 

Crabs 

2 

Curry  Powder  (cans) 

9 

Custard  Powder  (pkts.) 

153 

Dates  (lbs.) 

4 

Eggs,  dried  (pkts.) 

23 

Eggs,  frozen  (lbs.) 

140 

Egg  substitute  (cans) 

12 

Figs  (lbs.) 

23 

Fish  Cakes 

4 

Fish  (cans) 

213 

Fish,  dried  (stones) 

226 

Fish,  fresh  (stones) 

368 

Flour  (lbs.) 

1554 

Fowls 

133 

Fruit  (cans) 

425 

Fruit,  dried  (lbs.) 

90 

Fruit,  fresh  (lbs.) 

56 

Fruit  (jars) 

3 

Fruit  Juice  (cans) 

45 

Gravy  Mixture  (pkts.) 

124 

Grouse  (brace) 

50 

Hares 

76 

Honey  (jars) 

3 

Horseradish  (jars) 

122 

Ice  Cream  Cones  (boxes) 

7 

Ice  Cream  Powder  (lbs.) 

87 

Jam  and  Marmalade  (lbs.) 

300 

jelly  Crystals  (pkts.) 

1 

junket  Powder  (pkts.) 

70 

Lemonade  Powder  (cans) 

6 

Lobsters  (lbs.) 

116 

Macaroni  (lbs.) 

41 

Malt  Sweets  (Cartons) 

504 

Margarine  (lbs.) 

34 

Meat,  lib.  and  less  cans 

280 

Meat,  21b.  cans 

39 

Meat,  41b.  cans 

53 

Meat,  61b.  cans 

125 

Meat  Pies 

6 

Meat  and  Offal  (lbs.) 

1,293 

Meat  Products  (lbs.) 

151 

Milk  (cans) 

913 

Milk,  dried  (cans) 

3 

Mustard  (cans) 

4 

Oats  (lbs.) 

59f 

Olive  Oil  (botts.)  . . 

1 

Paste,  meat  and  fish  (jars)  . . 

29 

Pate  de  Fois  Gras  (cans) 

6 

Pepper  (carton) 

1 

Pickles  (jars) 

436 

Potato  Powder  (lbs.) 

40 

Puddings,  Fruit 

2 

Puddings,  Meat 

4 

Pudding  Mixture  (pkts.) 

531 

Rabbits  (lbs.) 

100 

Salad  Dressing  (botts.) 

1,060 

Salt  (lbs.) 

H 

Sauces  (botts.) 

35" 

Sausages  (cans) 

43 

Savory  Spreads  (jars) 

28 

Semolina  (pkts.) 

7 

Soup  (cans) 

182 

Soup  Powder  (pkts.) 

522 

Spaghetti  (cans) 

48 

Spices  (pkts.) 

78 

Sugar  (lbs.) 

3 

Sweets  (lbs.) 

44 

Sweetphat  (lbs.) 

98 

Syrup  (lbs.) 

2 

Tea  (lbs.) 

3 

Tomato  Ketchup,  etc.  (botts.) 

16 

Vegetables  (cans) 

915 

Vinegar  (botts.) 

15 

Watercress  (pads) 

2 

Whalemeat  (lbs.)  . . 

60 

Whalemeat  (cans)  . . 

8 

Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs. — The  following  table  shows  the 
number  and  variety  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis  by 
the  Public  Analyst : — • 
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No.  Examined 

No. Adulterated  etc. 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Angelica 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Aspirin 

1 

— 

— 

Bisto  and  Gravy  Browning 

— 

2 

‘ 

— 

Butter,  Margarine  & Cooking  Fat 

7 

4 

— 

— 

Cakes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cake  Flour  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Cup 

— 

1 

— 

. 

Chutney  and  Sauces  . . 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Cocoa 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Curry  Spread 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Edible  Cake  Decorations 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Paste  and  Meat  Paste 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Frizetts 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Glycerine 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Herbs  and  Stuffing 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream 

— 

33 

— 

— 

Jaffa  Juice 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Jelly  and  Jelly  Crystals 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Lemonade  Crystals  and  Fruitade 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Milk 

31 

— 

— 

— 

Nutmeg  and  Spices 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Olive  Oil  and  Salad  Oil 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Orange  Wine 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pearl  Barley  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pudding  Flour  and  Mixture 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Saccharin 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Salad  Cream . . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Saltpetre  . . 

1 

Ha ' 

— 

— 

Sal  Volatile  . . 

— 

i 

— 

— 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat 

10 

— 

2 

— 

Savoury  Roll 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sild 

— 

i 

— 

— 

Sodium  Bicarbonate  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Strained  Beet 

— 

i 

— 

— 

Sweets 

1 

i 

— 

— 

Tea 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Thirst  Quenchers 

— 

i 

— 

— H 

Tomato  Ketchup 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Tomato  Soup 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Tomatoes  (Peeled)  Canned 

— 

1 

— 

— j 

Totals 

65 

77 

2 

2 

The  Public  Analyst  reported  adversely  on  two  samples  of  Pudding 
and  Flour  Mixture,  and  two  samples  of  Sausage  Meat : — 

217.  Unsweetened  Pudding  Flour  : 

219.  Wonder  Pudding  Mixture  : 

These  samples  were  returned  as  unsatisfactory  owing  tc  , 
the  presence  of  mites. 

416.  Beef  Sausages  : 

This  sample  was  deficient  in  meat  content  45.2  per  cent. 
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41 7.  Beef  Sausage  Meat  : 

This  sample  was  deficient  in  meat  content  12.6  per  cent,  and 
also  contained  preservative,  no  declaration  to  this  effect  being 
made. 

In  the  case  of  mite  infestation  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the 
vendors  and  the  manufacturers  : remaining  stocks  were  withdrawn. 

The  deficiency  in  meat  content  of  the  Beef  Sausages  was  dealt  with 
by  way  of  prosecution  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  under  the  Meat  Products 
and  Canned  Meat  (Control  and  Maximum  Prices)  Order,  1948.  The 
manufacturer  and  retailer  were  fined. 

The  vendor  of  the  sausage  meat  containing  undeclared  preservative 
was  formally  warned. 

Food  Poisoning. — Three  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were 
notified. 

A man,  aged  70  years,  was  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  where  he  died.  Salmonella  Typfii-Murium  was  isolated 
from  the  faeces.  A duck  egg  was  suspected  tq  be  the  source  of  the 
infection. 

In  the  other  two  cases,  a mother  and  daughter,  aged  28  years  and 
2 years  respectively,  the  attack  was  a mild  one  and  both  recovered  in 
two  days.  Specimens  for  examination  were  not  available  in  these  cases. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Six  hundred  and  seventy  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
to  the  Department  as  compared  with  six  hundred  and  seventy-eight  in 
1948  and  five  hundred  and  thirty-three  in  1947. 


Summary  of  Notifications 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

16 

32 

27 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

11 

11 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

15 

17 

32 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

6 

9 

15 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

82 

95 

177 

5 

— 

Measles 

210 

178 

388 

7 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

Malaria 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebrospinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Totals 

337 

333 

670 

47 

3 
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Monthly  Summary  of  Notifications 


Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

Measles 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Malaria 

Erysipelas 

Cerebrospinal  Meningitis 

Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning 

Totals 

January 

2 

7 

— 

— 

7 

— 

2 

2 



1 







21 

February  . . 

i 

6 

— 

— 

4 

— 

8 

19 

March 

2 

4 

— 

— 

74 

— 

5 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

89 

April 

4 

— 

— 

127 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

134 

May 

3 

6 

— 

— 

40 

— 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5i 

June 

— 

30 

— 

— 

57 

— 

4 

1 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

97 

July 

4 

47 

— 

— 

55 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11 2 

August 

i 

26 

1 

1 

21 

— 

2 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

57 

September 

— 

12 

— 

— 

3 

— 

I 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

20 

October 

5 

15 

1 

3 

24 

November.  . 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

16 

December 

IO 

12 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

I 

— 

1 

2 

30 

32 

>77 

2 

1 

388 

2 

32 

1 1 

1 

15 

2 

4 

3 

670 

Scarlet  Fever. — Twenty-seven  of  the  thirty -two  cases  notified 
were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  five  were  treated  at  home. 
Eight  of  the  cases  were  children  under  five,  twenty-one  were  of  school 
age  and  three  were  adults. 

Diphtheria. — Two  non-immunised  persons,  father  and  son  aged 
50  and  14  years,  were  notified  and  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  infection  was  of  the  gravis  type. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. — Two  cases,  a boy  aged  12  years  and  a girl 
aged  3 years,  were  notified  and  isolated. 

Acute  Polioencephalitis. — The  one  case  was  a boy  of  3|-  years. 

Malaria. — The  one  case  notified  was  that  of  a Service  man,  who 
had  contracted  the  disease  whilst  in  East  Africa. 

Cerebrospinal  Meningitis. — Two  cases,  a man  aged  20  years  and 
a woman  aged  27  years,  were  notified  and  treated  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Whooping  Cough. — One  hundred  and  seventy-seven  cases  were 
notified  (82  males  and  95  females)  in  the  following  age  groups  : — 


Years 

0- 1  . . . . . . . . 14 

1- 3  . . . . . . . . . . 38 

3-5  50 

5-10  . . . . . . . . . . 65 

10-25  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

25  and  over  . . . . . . . . 7 


In  1948,  87  cases  were  notified. 


34 


Measles. — Three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  cases  were  notified  (210 
males  and  178  females)  in  the  following  age  groups  : — 


Years 

0- 1  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

1- 3  . . . . . . . . . . 61 

3-5  . . . . . . . . . . 74 

5-10  . . . . . . . . . . 199 

10-25  . . . . . . . . . . 39 

25  and  over  . . . . . . . . 8 


388 

In  1948,  461  cases  were  notified.  

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Eleven  cases  were  notified.  The  causes  wrere 


reported  to  be  : — 

Retained  Products  . . . . . . . . 2 

Caesarean  section — retained  products  . . . . 1 

Post-partum  haemorrhage — retained  products  . . 2 

Suppurating  mastitis . . . . . . . . 1 

Perineal  laceration  and  cracked  nipples  . .■  1 

Pelvic  condition  (positive  Wasserman)  . . . . 1 

Engorged  breasts  . . . . . . . . 1 

Pyelitis  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Caesarean  section — discharging  wound  . . . . 1 


11 


Nine  of  these  confinements  took  place  in  the  Maternity  Home  and 
two  were  domiciliary  cases.  One  of  the  latter  and  two  of  the  former 
were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment. 

Dysentery. — Four  cases  were  notified,  and  a man,  aged  46  years, 
who  had  been  notified  in  1947,  died  of  Amoebic  Dysentery. 

Scabies. — The  number  of  cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  was  49  (51  in  1948  and  139  in  1947). 

Sanatorium  Treatment  Centre  (January  to  April) 


Years 
0-5 
5-15 

15  and  over 


Cases 

2 

7 


Attendances 
6 
14 
17 


17 


37 


On  April  4th  the  Scabies  Treatment  Centre 


Avenue  House  Annexe 

Years  Cases 

0-5  . . . . . . 4 

5-15  . . . . . . 9 

15  and  over  . . . . . . 19 


was  transferred  to 


Attendances 

6 

18 

38 


32 


62 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  BACTERIOLOGY 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  a national  laboratory 
service  designed  to  assist  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the  diagnosis, 
prevention  and  control  of  communicable  diseases. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Service  a laboratory  was 
established  at  Brighton  in  September.  The  laboratory  is  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Jameson  and  since  the  opening  has  dealt  with  the 
following  specimens  : — 


Positive 

1 


Negative 

113 


Nose  and  Throat  Swabs  for  Iv.L.B. 

Nose  and  Throat  Swabs  for 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  . . 122 

Ear  Swabs  for  Haemolytic 

Streptococci  . . . . 2 8 

Eye  Swabs  for  organisms  . . 8 4 

Per-nasal  swab  for  Whooping 

Cough  . . . . . . — 1 

Faeces  for  Paratyphoid  B.  . . — 1 

The  Laboratory  attached  to  the  Princess  Alice  Hospital,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  A.  G.  Shera,  is  an  associated  laboratory  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service,  and  various  specimens  in  connection  with 
Public  Health  Bacteriology  were  examined  there. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Of  the  110  cases  notified,  39  respiratory  and  16  non-respiratory  were 
new  cases  not  previously  notified  in  any  other  district. 


Notification  Register 

Respiratory  N on-Respiratory  Total 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

On  1st  January,  1949 
Add  : 

159 

109 

45 

41 

204 

150 

Notifications,  1949  . . 

Transfers  from  other 

21 

17 

7 

8 

28 

25 

areas 

Posthumous  notifica- 

27 

27 

2 

1 

29 

28 

tions 

Returned  to 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Eastbourne 

3 

2 

— 

1 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

210 

156 

54 

52 

264 

208 

Less  : 

Deaths 

1 4 

9 

— 

1 

14 

10 

Left  the  Town 

18 

23 

— 

2 

18 

25 

Arrested 

2 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34 

34 

3 

7 

37 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(One  of  the  male  deaths  and  two  of  the  female  were  due  to  causes 
than  Respiratory  Tuberculosis.) 

On  Register 

other 

31st  December,  1949 

176 

122 

51 

45 

227 

167 

36 


Number  of  new  cases  notified  and  transfers  to  the  area : — 


Respiratory 

N on-Respiratory 

Total 

Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-5  years 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5-10  years 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

10-15  years 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 5-20  years 

1 

5 

— 

— 

1 

5 

20-25  years 

5 

6 

1 

1 

6 

7 

25-35  years 

20 

17 

1 

1 

21 

18 

35-45  years 

7 

7 

3 

1 

10 

8 

45-55  years 

4 

4 

2 

— 

6 

4 

55-65  years 

7 

— 

— 

1 

7 

1 

Over  65  years 

4 

3 

— 

1 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

48 

44 

9 

9 

57 

53 

Notifications,  including  Transfers,  for  the  Years  1920-1949 
(The  last  two  columns  give  the  total  “new’,’  cases  annually) 


New  Cases 


Respiratory 

N on-Respiratory 

Respiratory  N on-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1949 

48 

44 

9 

9 

39 

16 

1948 

57 

48 

7 

5 

59 

9 

1947 

42 

31 

7 

4 

36 

10 

1946 

54 

51 

12 

8 

65 

15 

1945 

38 

35 

12 

11 

43 

15 

1944 

21 

23 

10 

18 

28 

22 

1943 

16 

19 

6 

7 

26 

12 

1942 

18 

14 

9 

6 

29 

14 

1941 

29 

14 

5 

7 

33 

11 

1940 

30 

13 

11 

4 

30 

10 

1939 

22 

22 

6 

5 

29 

3 

1938 

33 

25 

12 

7 

28 

14 

1937 

34 

26 

6 

10 

39 

15 

1936 

41 

18 

12 

7 

40 

16 

1935 

33 

29 

14 

8 

43 

20 

1934 

44 

38 

7 

14 

56 

17 

1933 

42 

25 

9 

9 

44 

14 

1932 

64 

27 

37 

21 

1931 

60 

20 

41 

15 

1930 

81 

21 

49 

16 

1929 

61 

27 

46 

21 

1928 

71 

16 

49  • 

15 

1927 

68 

25 

40 

23 

1926 

92 

28 

98 

1925 

69 

21 

72 

1924 

104 

14 

79 

1923 

149 

57 

127 

1922 

116 

25 

90 

1921 

93 

41 

— 

1920 

85 

19 

— 

Deaths. — There  were  22  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  20  from 
respiratory  and  2 from  non-respiratory. 
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The  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  were  : — 

Respiratory  . . . . . . . . 0.35 

Non-respiratory  . . . . . . . . 0.03 

All  forms  . . . . . . . . . . 0.38 

Number  of  Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from  Tuberculosis 
for  the  Years  1920-1949 
Number  Rate  per  1,000 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Total  Respiratory  Respiratory  Total 


1949 

20 

2 

22 

0.35 

0.03 

0.38 

1948 

14 

5 

191 

1947 

13 

1 

14 

1946 

21 

3 

24 

1945 

10 

8 

18 

1944 

24 

4 

28 

-Not  published. 

1943 

18 

5 

23 

1942 

19 

4 

23 

1941 

11 

5 

16 

1940 

28 

2 

30 

1939 

20 

6 

26  1 

1938 

34 

8 

42 

0.62 

0.12 

0.74 

1937 

24 

7 

31 

0.43 

0.12 

0.55 

1936 

33 

6 

39 

0.59 

0.11 

0.70 

1935 

22 

6 

28 

0.39 

0.11 

0.50 

1934 

43 

3 

46 

0.75 

0.05 

0.80 

1933 

35 

6 

41 

0.61 

0.11 

0.72 

1932 

34 

7 

41 

0.59 

0.12 

0.71 

1931 

26 

11 

37 

0.47 

0.19 

0.66 

1930 

30 

5 

35 

0.50 

0.08 

0.58 

1929 

31 

7 

38 

0.5 

0.1 

0.6 

1928 

43 

12 

55 

0.7 

0.2 

0.9 

1927 

37 

8 

45 

0.63 

0.16 

0.80 

1926 

43 

6 

49 

0.7 

0.12 

0.87 

1925 

44 

4 

48 

0.8 

0.07 

0.87 

1924 

37 

7 

44 

0.67 

0.12 

0.79 

1923 

38 

9 

47 

0.70 

0.16 

0.87 

1922 

33 

6 

39 

0.58 

0.10 

0.68 

1921 

53 

12 

65 

0.85 

0.19 

1.04 

1920 

31 

7 

38 

0.56 

0.14 

0.69 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

At  the  Treatment  Centre  for  Venereal  Diseases, 

under  the 

control 

of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee,  at  Downside  Hospital, 
East  Dean  Road,  the  following  cases  were  seen,  the  figures  in  brackets 
being  those  for  1948  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

Old 

Cases 

New 

Cases 

Old 

Cases 

New 

Cases 

Males 

Females 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Soft  Chancre 

Other  Conditions.  . 

29  (22) 
12  (5) 
— (— ) 
IO  ( ) 

— (H) 

14  (10) 

— (— ) 
3°  (5°) 

7 (7) 

4 (— ) 
— (— ) 

3 (— ) 

8 (4) 

1 (5) 

— (— ) 
37  (46) 

29  (33) 
26  (15) 
— (— > 
40  (50) 

15  (11) 

5 (5) 
— (— ) 
40  (46) 

44  (44) 

31  (2°) 
— (— ) 
80  (96) 

51  (27) 

44  (71) 

14  (7) 

46  (55)  95  (98) 

60  (62) 

155  (l6°) 
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Included  in  the  table  are  the  following  cases  from  outside  the 
Borough  : — 

Syphilis  . . . . . . 4 

Gonorrhoea  . . . . . . 6 

Other  Conditions  . . . . 17 

Total  Attendances. — 532  (473).  Males,  2.55  (311);  Females,  257 
(162). 

Summary  1939-1949 


Year 

(1) 

Total 

Cases 

(2) 

Non-V.D. 

Cases 
included  in 
(1) 

(3)  Attendances 

(a) 

For  M.O.s 
Attention 

(b)  . 

Intermediate 

Times 

(c) 

Total 

1939 

165 

61 

693 

1,514 

2,207 

1940 

130 

33 

314 

289 

603 

1941 

134 

37 

398 

131 

529 

1942 

118 

42 

399 

168 

567 

1943 

216 

90 

694 

231 

925 

1944 

271 

123 

766 

- 181 

947 

1945 

286 

151 

646 

118 

764 

1946 

277 

148 

756 

318 

1,074 

1947 

204 

112 

628 

147 

775 

1948 

160 

96 

461 

12 

473 

1949 

155 

80 

454 

58 

512 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  - SECTION  187 

NURSING  HOMES 

During  the  year,  two  new  Nursing  Homes  were  registered,  and  one 
was  re-registered  on  change  of  ownership.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  12  Registered  Nursing  Homes  providing  133  beds.  Two 
of  these  Homes  were  available  for  maternity  cases. 

Exemption  from  registration  was  granted  in  one  case  of  a Home  not 
carried  on  for  profit. 

These  Homes  were  inspected  at  intervals  during  the  year  by  myself 
and  my  medical  staff,  thirty  visits  being  made. 

NURSES  ACTS,  1943  and  1945 

NURSES’  AGENCIES 

The  two  licensed  Nurses’  Agencies  in  existence  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year  were  re-licensed.  The  records  of  these  Agencies  were 
inspected  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Department  on  four  occasions. 

NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS’  REGULATION  ACT,  1948 

This  Act  provides  for  the  registration  of  certain  premises  where 
children  are  received  to  be  looked  after  for  the  day  or  a substantial  part 
thereof,  or  for  any  longer  period  not  exceeding  six  days,  and  of  persons 
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who  for  reward  receive  into  their  homes  children  under  the  age  of  five 
to  be  looked  after  as  above  mentioned. 

Four  premises  were  registered  under  this  Act  during  the  year,  the 
maximum  number  of  children  to  be  received  in  such  premises  being  62. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

The  arrangements  for  the  care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
young  children  worked  smoothly.  A fifth  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
session  was  introduced  and  held  on  Thursday  mornings  at  the  Avenue 
House  Clinic.  This  departure  from  the  usual  afternoon  session  was 
welcomed  by  a number  of  mothers.  The  question  of  the  need  for  a 
centre  in  the  Meads  district  of  the  Borough  arose,  and  the  matter  is 
still  under  consideration. 

The  importance  of  dental  inspection  and  treatment  was  brought  to 
the  notice  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  attending  the  Local 
Authority’s  Clinics,  as  well  as  to  those  attending  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  ' 
under  the  control  of  the  local  Hospital  Management  Committee,  and 
those  who  were  otherwise  unable  to  obtain  such  facilities  were  offered 
inspection  and  treatment  at  the  Local  Authority’s  Dental  Centre. 
The  resignation  in  August  of  the  whole-time  Assistant  Dental  Officer 
curtailed  the  facilities  available,  but  the  Authority  was  fortunate  in 
securing  the  services  of  another  w'hole-time  officer  who  took  up  duty 
in  January,  1950.  More  time  was  devoted  to  the  inspection  and 
treatment  of  children  from  the  age  of  twro  years,  and  it  is  hoped,  in 
due  course,  to  further  expand  this  part  of  the  Dental  Service. 

Apart  from  absences  due  to  illness,  the  two  Day  Nurseries  functioned 
to  capacity,  and  there  was  always  a waiting  list.  Admissions  were 
limited  to  children  of  mothers  in  regular  employment. 

In  regard  to  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service,  there  w:as  a further 
decline  in  the  number  of  home  confinements.  One  can  understand 
the  desire  of  a mother  to  be  awray  from  the  worries  of  her  owrn  home 
and  to  be  looked  after  in  a hospital  maternity  unit  where  all  facilities 
are  provided  free.  In  addition,  the  housing  conditions  prevailing  at 
the  present  time  necessitate  many  women  being  admitted  to  hospital. 

In  September  an  arrangement  w^as  made  through  the  National  Blood 
Transfusion  Service  for  the  blood  of  all  expectant  mothers  to  be  tested 
for  Rh.  factor.  After  consultation  with  the  local  medical  practitioners, 
it  was  arranged  for  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  take 
specimens  from  women  attending  the  Maternity  Home  Ante-Natal 
Clinic,  as  w-ell  as  from  those  attending  the  Local  Health  Authority’s 
Clinic.  In  addition  to  tests  for  Rh.  factor,  Wassermann  and  Kahn 
tests  were  also  carried  out. 

The  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  are 
also  School  Nurses.  The  full  establishment  is  ten,  but  there  w7as  one 
vacancy  throughout  the  year.  The  Health  Visitors  whole-heartedly 
accepted  the  new  and  wider  field  of  service  wffiereby  they  were  con- 
cerned with  the  health  of  the  family  as  a whole  and  with  health 
education  in  the  broadest  sense. 
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The  increasing  demands  on  the  Home  Nursing  Service  clearly 
showed  that  the  establishment  of  twelve  nurses  originally  provided  for 
was  insufficient.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  increase  the  establish- 
ment, and  the  Minister  of  Health  has  now  agreed  to  the  employment 
of  a maximum  of  fifteen  nurses. 

The  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign  was  continued  as  in  former 
years.  The  importance  of  vaccination  against  smallpox,  especially  in 
infancy,  was  given  particular  emphasis,  and  though  results  comparable 
to  those  obtained  in  regard  to  diphtheria  immunisation  are  not  yet 
forthcoming,  it  is  felt  that  under  the  present  voluntary  system 
persuasion  by  Health  Visitors  and  other  Health  Workers  will  eventually 
ensure  that  a reasonable  percentage  of  the  population  is  protected 
against  smallpox.  In  addition  to  vaccination  in  infancy,  parents  were 
urged  to  have  re-vaccination  carried  out  at  five  years  and  again  at  ten 
years.  A vaccination  and  immunisation  session  was  held  weekly  at 
the  Central  Clinic,  and  children  were  also  vaccinated  and  immunised 
at  the  Welfare  Centres  and  School  Clinics.  Now  that  the  full  co- 
operation of  medical  practitioners  in  the  matter  of  vaccination  and 
immunisation  has  been  obtained,  one  looks  forward  to  a still  greater 
number  of  children  receiving  the  necessary  protection. 

The  Ambulance  Service  provided  by  the  Eastbourne  Division  of  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  on  an  agency  basis  for  the  Local  Health 
Authority,  functioned  satisfactorily.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  it 
was  felt  that  unreasonable  demands  were  being  made  on  this  service, 
particularly  in  regard  to  long-distance  cases  : the  co-operation  of  the 
local  medical  practitioners  and  hospital  authorities  was  sought  with 
satisfactory  results.  In  a number  of  long-distance  cases,  transport  by 
rail  was  satisfactorily  arranged. 

The  main  activities  of  the  Department  in  connection  with  Section  28 
of  the  Act,  which  provides  for  the  prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after- 
care, were  concentrated  on  persons  suffering  from  and  contacts  of 
Tuberculosis.  In  addition,  a number  of  persons  on  discharge  from 
Mental  Hospitals  were  visited.  Other  persons  on  discharge  from  hospital 
were,  at  the  request  of  Almoners,  followed  up  and  provided  with  either 
Home  Nursing  or  Domestic  Help  or  both.  In  appropriate  cases, 
advantage  was  taken  of  the  facilities  provided  by  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society,  the  Chichester  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Association,  the 
National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  and  other 
local  and  National  voluntary  organisations. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  coping  with  the  increased  number 
of  requests  for  Home  Help.  A considerable  number  of  calls  for  this 
sendee  were  received  from  elderly  persons,  and  the  difficulty  in  getting 
chronic  sick  cases  admitted  to  hospital  resulted  in  further  demands  on 
the  service,  as  well  as  on  the  Home  Nursing  Service. 

In  the  operation  of  the  Mental  Health  Services,  the  only  serious 
difficulty  experienced  was  in  obtaining  institutional  accommodation  for 
a few  low-grade  mental  defectives.  The  facilities  provided  by  the 
Guardianship  Society  in  the  placing  and  supervision  of  defectives  under 
guardianship  were  of  the  utmost  value. 
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SECTION  21— HEALTH  CENTRES 


Although  it  is  unlikely  that  the  erection  of  Health  Centres  can  be 
undertaken  for  some  considerable  time,  the  Authority  has  agreed  on 
a site  for  the  Main  Health  Centre  in  The  Avenue.  The  purchase  of 
this  site  is  being  proceeded  with. 

The  principle  of  district  Health  Centres  at  Hampden  Park, 
Old  Town,  Meads,  and  the  Seaside-Langney  areas,  has  been  accepted. 
Consideration  has  been  given  to  sites  in  these  areas. 


SECTION  22— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Births. — Eight  hundred  and  twenty-three  live  births  were  notified 

under  Section  203  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

as  follows  : — 

Maternity  Home 

550 

Local  Authority’s  Domiciliary  Mid- 

wives 

181 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital 

7 

Princess  Alice  Hospital 

1 

Private  Medical  Practitioners 

6 

Private  Midwives 

14 

Nursing  Homes 

64 

823  (799  in  1948) 

Of  this  number,  one  hundred  and  two  were  births  to  mothers  who 

were  non-residents. 

Nine  live  births  were  not  notified  (7  in  1948). 

Twenty-one  still  births  were  notified  (one  non-resident)  (27  in  1948). 


1.  Clinics. — (a)  Ante  Natal. — On  February  1st  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  held  at  the  Maternity  Home  for  domiciliary  cases  on  Tuesday 
afternoons  were  transferred  to  : — 

Hampden  Park  Hall  . . Tuesday  afternoons. 

Acacia  Villa  . . . . Wednesday  afternoons. 

Avenue  House  . . Thursday  afternoons. 

The  following  are  details  as  to  cases  and  attendances  : — 


Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  . . . . 298 

Number  of  attendances  : — 

Maternity  Home  . . . . . . 168 

Avenue  House  . . . . . . 825 

Acacia  Villa  . . . . . . 472 

Hampden  Park  Hall  . . . . 298 

1763 

Number  of  visits  to  houses  for  Ante-Natal  examination  1367 
Number  of  patients  examined  by  Assistant  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  . . . . . . . . 184 

Number  of  specimens  of  blood  taken  for  Rh.  factor.  . 101 
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(b)  Post-Natal. — This  clinic,  previously  held  at  the  Maternity 
Home  on  Monday  afternoons,  was  transferred  to  Avenue  House  Clinic 
on  February  1st,  and  after  that  date  was  held  on  Thursday  afternoons. 
The  number  of  women  attending  the  Post-Natal  Clinics  was  48  and 
they  made  56  attendances. 


2.  Child  Welfare  Centres  were  held  weekly  at  Avenue  House; 
Acacia  Villa,  Seaside;  Hampden  Park  Hall;  and  St.  Elisabeth’s, 
Victoria  Drive.  An  additional  Clinic  on  Thursday  mornings  was  held 
at  Avenue  House  from  the  6th  October.  The  total  number  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age  who  first  attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year, 
and  who  on  the  date  of  their  first  attendances  were  : — 

Under  1 year  of  age  . . . . . . 584 

Over  1 year  of  age  . . . . . . 285 

Total  number  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  who  attended  the 
Centres  during  the  year,  and  who  at  the  end  of  the  year  were 
Under  1 year  of  age  . . . . . . 326 

Over  1 year  of  age  . . 524 

Total  attendances  of  children  at  the  Centres  during  the  year  : — 
Under  1 year  of  age  . . . . . . 6639 

Over  1 year  of  age  . . . . . . 2745 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the 

Centres  during  the  year  . . . . . . 1344 


3.  Home  Visiting. — The  total  number  of  visits  paid 
by  the  Health  Visitors  was  : — 


To  expectant  mothers  . . 

To  children  under  1 year  of  age 
To  children  between  the  ages 
1 and  5 years 


First  Visits 
96 
976 


689 


during  the  year 

Total  Visits 
169 
6164 

8913 


4.  Dental  Care. — The  dental  inspection  and  treatment  of  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children  were  carried  out  by  a 
full-time  Assistant  Dental  Officer  until  she  resigned  in  August. 

The  services  of  a Dental  Surgeon  were  available  on  a part-time 
sessional  basis  from  the  end  of  August  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Senior  Dental  Officer  reports  : — 

“Eighty-nine  sessions  were  devoted  to  ante-  and  post-natal  cases, 
and  154  expectant  and  50  nursing  mothers  were  seen  at  the  Avenue 
House  Clinic,  making  717  attendances.  The  treatment  given  included 
253  fillings  and  332  teeth  were  extracted.  It  was  found  necessary  to 
provide  artificial  dentures  in  47  cases  : ample  facilities  were  available 
for  the  laboratory  work  of  this  branch  of  dentistry,  and  it  was  all 
undertaken  by  local  dental  technicians. 
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No  dental  scheme  can  be  regarded  as  complete  without  suitable 
arrangements  for  obtaining  X-ray  photographs.  During  the  year, 
however,  the  four  cases  which  arose  were  dealt  with  satisfactorily  by 
the  X-ray  Department  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-four  children  between  the  ages  of  2 and  5 
were  seen  at  the  Avenue  House  Clinic.  At  a routine  inspection  at  the 
four  Welfare  Clinics,  145  pre-school  children  were  examined  and  at 
the  two  Day  Nurseries  77  children  were  seen.  Sixty-three  fillings 
were  inserted  in  temporary  teeth  and  131  temporary  teeth  were 
extracted.  Thirty-six  sessions  were  devoted  to  this  work. 

Among  the  456  children  of  pre-school  age  210,  a percentage  of  46, 
were  found  to  require  treatment.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  temporary 
dentition  is  never  completely  erupted  until  2 years  of  age  at  the  earliest, 
the  numbers  referred  for  treatment  should  be  regarded  as  a very  definite 
pointer  as  to  the  importance  of  early  and  regular  dental  inspection, 
commencing  from  the  age  of  2 years. 

It  is  both  a significant  and  distressing  fact  that  out  of  these  210 
toddlers,  131  temporary  teeth  were  found  to  be  beyond  repair  and  had 
to  be  extracted. 

On  every  possible  occasion  we  tried  to  impress  parents  with  the 
importance  of  the  temporary  dentition.  In  the  past  these  teeth  were 
only  too  often  regarded  as  of  little  importance,  and  the  fact  that  nature 
had  placed  them  there  for  a definite  purpose,  namely  for  hard  chewing 
and  for  the  efficient  development  of  the  jaws,  tended  to  be  overlooked. 

The  majority  of  cases  of  mal-occlusion  seen  in  later  childhood 
could,  I feel  certain,  be  avoided  if  we  could  only  guarantee  a temporary 
dentition  which  was  completely  functional  and  efficient  until  ready  to 
be  replaced  by  the  permanent  dentition. 

Satisfactory  conservative  work  on  the  temporary  teeth  can  only  be 
carried  out  if  dental  caries  is  treated  in  its  early  stages,  and  it  is  only 
by  regular  inspection  that  these  defects  can  be  discovered  in  their 
incipient  state. 

The  temporary  dentition,  sound  and  healthy,  is  an  extremely 
efficient  masticating  machine,  and  as  such  is  expected  to  be  used. 
Without  in  any  way  wishing  to  decry  the  value  of  milk  in  the  child’s 
diet,  from  a purely  dental  point  of  view  I should  like  to  see  equal 
emphasis  laid  on  the  importance  of  food  of  a tough  and  fibrous  nature 
being  included  in  the  diet.” 

Details  of  the  treatment  completed  : — 

(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care  : — 

Needing  Made  Dentally 

Examined  Treatment  Treated  Fit 

Expectant  and 

Nursing  Mothers  . . 204  204  185  105 

Children  under  five  . . 456  210  202  198 
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( b ) Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided  : — 


Dentures 

Provided 

Partial 

44 

Nil 

Complete 

24 

Nil 

Radio- 

graphs 

CO 

2 

Dress- 

ings 

304 

75 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat- 

ment 

CM 

cp 

Scalings 

or 

Scaling 
and  gum 
treatment 

230 

Fillings 

253 

63 

Anaesthetics 

General 

86 

74 

Local 

43 

in 

Extrac- 

tions 

332 

co 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers.  . 

Children 
under  five  . . 

45 


5.  Care  of  Premature  Infants. — 

Number  of  premature  babies  notified  . . 45 

Less  those  whose  mothers  did  not  normally 

reside  in  Eastbourne  . . . . . . 7 

— 38 

Number  born  : 

(a)  At  home  . . . . . . . . 3 

( b ) In  Maternity  Home,  Hospital  or  Nursing  Home  35 
Number  of  those  born  (whether  their  mothers  normally 

reside  in  Eastbourne  or  not)  who 

(a)  Died  in  first  24  hours  . . . . . . 3 

(b)  Died  on  2nd-7th  day  . . . . . . 3 

(c)  Died  on  8th-28th  day  . . . . . . 1 

( d ) Survived  28  days  . . . . . . 38 

6.  Unmarried  Mothers. — Fourteen  unmarried  expectant  mothers 
were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department.  Their  confinements 
took  place  as  follows  : — 

Maternity  Home  . . . . . . 10 

Nursing  Home  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital  . . . . . . . . 1 

At  own  home  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Away  from  the  Borough  under  arrangements  made  by 
Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . 1 

Bell  Hostel. — This  Mother  and  Baby  Home,  providing  14  beds 
and  14  cots,  admitted  31  cases  : — 

Total  admissions  . . . . . . . . 31 

Eastbourne  cases  . . . . . . . . 5 


House  of  the  Good  Shepherd. — The  following  ante-natal  cases 
were  accommodated  at  this  hostel  : — ■ 

Total  expectant  mothers  . . . . . . 67 

Eastbourne  cases  . . . . . . . . 7 

7.  Food. — Under  the  Ministry  of  Food  Welfare  Service  milk  is 

available  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children  at 
the  reduced  price  of  lid.  per  pint.  For  babies  under  one  year, 
National  Dried  Milk  is  provided  at  10|d.  per  tin.  Cod  liver  oil  is 
provided  free  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  up  to 
5 years.  For  mothers  who  cannot  take  cod  liver  oil,  chocolate-coated 
Vitamin  A and  D tablets  are  available  free.  In  addition,  orange  juice 
is  provided  at  5d.  per  bottle,  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
children  up  to  5 years. 

In  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949,  the  following  Ministry  of 
Food  issues  of  Milk  Foods  and  Vitamin  products  were  made  by  the 
staff  of  that  Department  wrho  attended  at  the  Welfare  Centres  : — 

National  Dried  Milk — full  and  half  cream  . . 23,707  lib.  tins 

Orange  Juice  . . . . . . . . 58,793  bottles 

Cod  Liver  Oil  . . . . . . . . 13,515  bottles 

Vitamin  A and  D Tablets  (each  packet  contains 

six  weeks’  supply)  . . . . . . 3,823  packets 
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Under  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  arrangements,  special  foods  were 
issued  from  the  Welfare  Centres  as  follows  : — 


Full  Cream  (Cow  & Gate) 

2,199  packets 

Half  Cream  (Cow  & Gate) 

266  packets 

Trufood 

1,349  tins 

Allergilac 

28  tins 

Virol 

1,010  cartons 

Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt 

489  cartons 

Magnesia 

33  bottles 

Nadola 

374  bottles 

Apart  from  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt  and  Nadola 

special  issues  of 

milk  and  other  foods  were  considerably  lower  than  in 

the  previous  year. 

8.  Orthopaedic  Treatment.  — Mr.  J.  A.  Cholmeley,  the 
Orthopaedic  Consultant  from  the  Royal  National  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Stanmore,  continued  his  monthly  visits  up  to  October.  Forty-two 
children  under  school  age  were  seen  by  him  and  made  67  attendances. 

Twelve  children  were  treated  by  the  Physiotherapist : — • 

Remaining  on  Treatment 
and  Transferred  to 
Hospital  Out-Patient 


Congenital  Deformities — 

Number 

Discharged 

Department 

Club  Foot 

1 

1 

— 

Spastic  Paralysis 

1 

1 

— 

Congenital  Flat  Feet 

4 

2 

2 

Birth  Injuries — 

Torticollis 

1 

— 

1 

Erbs  Paralysis 

1 

1 

— 

Other  Deformities — 

Knock  Knees 

3 

— 

3 

Postural  Intoeing  . . 

1 

1 

• — 

Flat  Feet  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Summary — 

Total  Number  of  Patients 

. . 12* 

Total  Number  of  Attendances 

. . 84 

Total  Number  of  Discharges 

6 

Total  Number  remaining  on  Treatment 

6* 

(*  One  child  had  flat  feet  and  knock  knees) 


9.  Ultra  Violet  Light  Treatment. — 


Total  Number  of  Patients 

..  32 

Total  Number  of  Attendances 

. . 443 

Total  Number  of  Discharges 

. . 21 

Total  Number  remaining  on  Treatment 

11 
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Remaining  on  Treatment 
and  Transferred  to 
Hospital  Out-Patient 


Disability — 

Number  Discharged 

Department 

Debility 

10 

7 

3 

Recurrent  Colds 

1 

— 

1 

Anorexia 

1 

1 

— 

Asthma 

2 

1 

1 

Cervical  Glands 

2 

2 

— 

Chilblains.  . 

1 

1 

— 

Other  Conditions  . . 

13 

7 

6 

Styes 

1 

1 

— 

Post  A.P.M. 

1 

1 

— 

32 

21 

11 

10.  Day  Nurseries.- 

—Two 

Day  Nurseries 

were  provided  by  the 

Local  Health  Authority,  one  at  Salehurst  Road,  with  accommodation 
for  40  children,  and  the  other  at  Princes  Park,  at  the  East  end  of  the 
town,  with  accommodation  for  50  children.  Provision  has  now  been 
made  for  60  children  to  be  accommodated  at  Princes  Park. 


The  following  table  shows  the  average  daily  attendance  of  children 
during  the  year  : — 

Salehurst  Road  Princes  Park 
Nursery  Nursery 

January 

29.5 

30.4 

February 

22.5 

34.2 

March 

29.9 

35.2 

April 

32.4 

37.5 

May 

32.5 

44.0 

June 

31.5 

45.5 

July 

35.2 

41.6 

August 

34.7 

40.3 

September  . . 

25.9 

42.5 

October 

19.9 

41.3 

November  . . 

17.1 

36.7 

December  . . 

28.4 

26.1 

MIDWIVES  ACTS 

Twenty-five  midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise,  18  of 
whom  were  employed  in  Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes,  5 in  the 
Council’s  Midwives’  Service,  and  2 in  private  practice.  Seven 
midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise  as  maternity  nurses. 

Supervision. — Visits  were  made  by  the  Non-Medical  Superviser  of 
Midwives  as  follows  : — 


48 


Local  Health  Authority  Domiciliary  Midwives  . . 14 

Private  Midwives  . . . . . . . . 12 

Midwives  in  Hospitals  and  Maternity  Home  . . 20 

Midwives  in  Nursing  Homes  . . . . . . 10 


56 

Thirty-two  special  visits  were  also  made. 

Training  of  Pupil  Midwives. — At  the  request  of  the  East  Sussex 
County  Council  assistance  was  given  to  that  Authority  in  the  training 
of  their  pupil  midwives.  During  the  year  eight  pupils,  two  at  a time, 
were  accepted  for  three  months’  district  training. 

SECTION  23— MIDWIVES  SERVICE 

One  of  the  four  domiciliary  Midwives  in  the  employment  of  the 
Authority  resigned  in  November  and  in  view  of  the  reduced  number 
of  home  confinements  it  was  decided  not  to  replace  her.  All  four  held 
the  certificate  of  proficiency  in  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  : four  sets  of 
apparatus  were  available.  Cars  were  provided  by  the  Authority  for 
two  Midwives  and  car  allowances  were  paid  to  the  two  who  provided 
their  own  cars. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Midwives  : — 


Bookings — 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  on  1st  January,  1949  . . 91 

Bookings  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . 207 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  on  31st  December,  1949  . . 69 

Confinements — 

Midwives’  cases  . . . . . . . . . . 100 

Doctors’  cases  . . . . . . . . . . 93 

Abortions  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  labour  . . . . . . 547 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  puerperium  . . . . 3957 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia — 

Midwifery  cases  . . . . . . . . . . 86 

Maternity  cases  . . . . . . . . . . 91 

Medical  Aid — 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  sought  . . 56 

Reasons — 

' Abortion  . . . . . . . . 3 

Ante-Natal  : 

Hyperpiesis  and  Albuminuria  . . . . . . 5 

Ante  Partum  Haemorrhage  . . . . 2 

Complication  at  commencement  of  labour  . . . . 1 

During  Labour  : 

Delayed  Second  Stage  . . . . . . 2 

Poor  general  condition  of  patient . . . . 1 

Malpresentation  . . . . . . 3 
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Puerperium  : 

Ruptured  Perineum  . . . . . . 21 

Pyrexia  . . . . . . . . 2 

Post  partum  haemorrhage  . . . . . . 3 

Painful  varicose  veins  . . . . . . 1 

For  Infant  : 

Deformity  of  throat  . . . . . . 1 

Umbilical  hernia  . . . . . . 1 

Abscess  on  buttocks  . . . . . . 1 

Prematurity  . . . . . . . . 2 

Sticky  Eyes  . . . . . . . . 4 

Cyanosis  . . . . . . . . 2 

Talipes  . . . . . . . . 1 

Cases  transferred  to  : — 

{a)  Maternity  Home — 

Ante-Natal  : 

Twin  Pregnancy  . . . . . . . . 1 

Malpresentation  . . . . . . . . 3 

Surgical  Induction  . . . . . . 2 

Toxaemia  . . . . . . . . 1 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  . . . . . . 2 

Trial  Labour  . . . . . . . . 1 

Unsatisfactory  Home  Conditions  . . . . . . 1 

Infants  : 

Prematurity  . . . . . . . . 1 

(b)  St.  Mary’s  Hospital — 

Ante-Natal  : 

Hydramnios — intra  uterine  foetal  death  . . . . 1 

During  Labour  : 

Abortion  . . . . . . . . 3 

Pyrexia  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Puerperium  : 

Pyrexia  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Retained  Products  . . . . . . 1 

Infants  : 

Internal  haemorrhage  . . . . . . 1 

[c)  Princess  Alice  Hospital — 
bifant  : 

Haemorrhage  following  circumcision  . . . . 1 

Eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven  visits  were  paid  by  the  Domiciliary 
Midwives  to  265  cases  who  were  discharged  from  the  Maternity  Home 
between  the  9th  and  14th  day  following  confinement. 
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Ophthalmia  and  Pemphigus  Neonatorum  and 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. — 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Pemphigus 

Neonatorum 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Confinements 

Domi- 

ciliary 

Institu- 

tional 

Domi- 

ciliary 

Institu- 

tional 

Domi- 

ciliary 

Institu- 

tional 

1.  Number  of  cases 
notified 

2 

9 

2.  Number  of  cases 
visited 

_ 

_ 





2 

9 

3.  Number  of  cases 
for  whom  Home 
Nursing  was 

provided  by  the 
Local  Authority 

4.  Number  of  cases 
removed  to 
hospital 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

SECTION  24— HEALTH  VISITING 

The  number  of  visits  to  homes  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the 


year  was  as  follows  : — 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children — 

Children  under  one  year  . . . . . . . . 6164 

Children  aged  one  to  five  years  . . . . . . 8913 

Boarded-Out  Children  . . . . . . . . 435 

Expectant  Mothers  . . . . . . 169 

Nursing  Mothers  . . . . . . . . . . 1422 

In  connection  with  Day  Nurseries  . . . . . . 240 

Infectious  Illness — 

Pre-School  Children.  . . . . . . . . . 371 

Children  of  School  Age  . . . . . . . . 522 

Others  . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . . . 1414 

Care  and  After-Care  (including  Aged  Persons)  . . . . 845 

Housing  Conditions  . . . . . . . . . . 94 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . 1271 


21941 

The  Health  Visitors  were  in  attendance  at  all  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
and  at  the  Chest  Clinics,  the  number  of  attendances  being  415  at 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  301  at  Chest  Clinics. 

Training  of  Student  Health  Visitors 
The  arrangement  made  with  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District 
Nursing,  whereby  students  taking  the  Health  Visitors’  training  course 
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at  the  Brighton  Technical  College  receive  part  of  their  practical  training 
with  this  Authority,  was  continued.  During  the  year  eleven  students 
each  spent  six  weeks  in  the  department. 


SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING 

The  Home  Nursing  Staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  : — 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  . . . . . . 1 

Full-time  Home  Nurses  (1  undergoing  training)  . . 12 

Part-time  Home  Nurses  . . . . . . . . 1 

The  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  and  five  of  the  Home  Nurses 
were  Queen’s  trained  Nurses. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  is  affiliated  to  the  Queen’s  Institute  of 
District  Nursing  and  pays  to  that  body  an  annual  fee  of  four  guineas 
in  respect  of  each  Queen’s  Nurse  employed. 

Linder  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  with  the 
Queen’s  Institute,  one  Home  Nurse  successfully  completed  her  course 
of  District  Training,  and  another  commenced  her  course. 


The  following  are  particulars  of  cases 

dealt  with  : — 

Cases 

Visits 

Medical  . . 

712 

12,623 

Surgical  . . 

329 

5,772 

Chronic  . . 

262 

16,224 

Tuberculosis 

8 

174 

Infectious  Diseases 

3 

50 

Miscarriages 

9 

71 

1,323 

34,914 

Four  hundred  and  ninety-nine  items 
supplied  on  loan  in  255  cases. 

of  sick  room 

equipment  were 

SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

A.— VACCINATION 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  vaccinations  were  carried  out  by  the 
medical  staff  of  the  Local  Health  Authority.  In  addition,  returns  were 
received  from  general  practitioners  relating  to  vaccination  by  them  of 

150  persons. 

Vaccinations 

Re-vaccinations 

Under  1 year  in  1949 

130 

— 

Aged  1 to  4 years 

49 

4 

5 to  14  years  . . 

9 

7 

15  years  or  over 

8 

72 

196 

83 

Total  ..  279 
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B.— DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  children  between  the  ages  of  0-15 
years  were  immunised  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  department  and  156 
returns  of  immunisation  were  made  by  general  practitioners. 


The  age  groups  were  as  follows 


By  staff  of 

Local  Health 

By  General 

Age  Group 

Authority 

Practitioners 

0-1 

— 

47 

1-2 

322 

77 

2-3 

19 

3 

3-4 

5 

1 

4-5 

7 

2 

— 

353 

— 130 

5-6 

14 

1 

6-7 

4 

2 

7-8 

1 

, — - 

8-9 

1 

— 

9-10 

— 

2 

10-11 

2 

2 

11-12 

1 

1 

12-13 

1 

1 

13-14 

— 

3 

14-15 

1 

14 

— 

25 

— 26 

Reinforcing  doses  were 

given  to 

378 

Total 

children  as 

156 

..  534 

follows  : — 

5-6 

97 

— 

6-7 

66 

3 

7-8 

34 

— 

8-9 

21 

1 

9-10 

— 

7 

10  and  over 

54 

41 

272 

52 

Total  ..  324 


The  Department’s  immunisation  records  show  that  at  the  end  of 
the  year  2,145  children  aged  0-5  years  and  4,812  between  5-15  years, 
had  been  immunised  as  follows  : — 
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Age  Group  Number 


Under  1 

109 

1-2 

405 

2-3 

570 

3-4 

610 

4-5 

451 

2145 

5-6 

527 

6-7 

544 

7-8 

509 

8-9 

422 

9-10 

423 

10-11 

558 

11-12 

474 

12-13 

473 

13-14 

438 

14-15 

444 

4812 

6957 

This  represents  54.23  per 

cent,  of  the  children  in  the  age  groups 

5 years  and  68.33  per  cent. 

in  the  age  groups  5-15  years. 

The  school  medical  record  cards  indicate  that,  of  the  5,663  children 

on  the  school  registers  at  the  end  of  the  year,  4,339,  representing 
76.62  per  cent,  of  children  attending  the  Local  Authority’s  schools, 
had  been  immunised. 

The  immunising  re-agent  in  general  use  was  Alum  Precipitated 
Toxoid  and  for  older  children  Toxoid  Antitoxin  Floccules.  Our 
supplies  were  obtained  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

The  routine  procedure  is  : — 

1.  Children  from  the  Age  of  10  Months  up  to  12  or  14  Years— 

(a)  Primary  Immunisation 
A.P.T.  1st  dose  0.2  c.c. 

2nd  dose  0.5  c.c.  (at  an  interval  of  not  less  than  one 
month). 

(b)  Reinforcing  Doses 

A.P.T.  One  dose  of  0.5  c.c.  at  5 years  of  age  where  the  original 
protection  was  given  before  the  age  of  3 years.  One 
dose  of  0.5  c.c.  at  10  years,  or  5 years  from  the  last 
protection. 

2.  Children  over  14  Years  of  Age — 

(a)  Primary  Immunisation 

T.A.F.  Three  doses  of  1 c.c.  each  at  monthly  intervals,  or 
A.P.T.  1st  dose  of  0.2  c.c. 

2nd  dose  of  0.5  c.c.  (at  an  interval  of  not  less  than  one 
month). 

(b)  Reinforcing  Doses 

T.A.F.  One  dose  of  1 c.c. 
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The  number  of  immunisations  carried  out  through  the  Department 
since  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  in  1939  is  as  follows  : — 
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SECTION  27— AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  arrangements  made  in  1948  with  the  Eastbourne  Division  of 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  whereby  that  Body  is  paid  an  agreed 
sum  of  money  to  provide  a full  Ambulance  Service  was  continued. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  for  the  year  : — 


Ambulances  (5) 


Cases  . . 

2,808 

Mileage 

. . 38,358 

Sitting  Case  Cars  (3) 

Cases 

3,452 

Mileage 

. . 56,850 

Infectious  Diseases  Ambulance  (1) 

Cases 

181 

Mileage 

1,866 

Hospital  Car  Service 

Cases 

55 

Mileage 

3,449 

The  number  of  accident  and  other 

emergency  journeys  included  in 

the  above  figures  were  : — 

Ambulances 

Cases  Miles 

. 337  1,206 

Sitting  case  cars 

55  229 

SECTION  28— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 
AFTER-CARE 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Social  Workers  (Health  Visitors)  paid  visits  to  tuberculous 


persons  in  their  own  homes  and  in  hospitals  as  follows  : — - 
First  visits  . . . . . . . . 105 

Re-visits  . . . . . . . . 1,309 

They  also  made  301  attendances  at  Chest  Clinics. 

Extra  Nourishment  was  granted  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Liquid  Milk  : Total  Pints 

At  2 pints  per  day  . . . . . . 20,892 

At  1 pint  per  day  . . . . . . 19,870 


40,762 


(b)  Cases  assisted  : 

Children  (Males,  5;  Females,  5)  . . . . 10 

Adult  males  . . . . . . . . 77 

Adult  females  . . . . . . . . 48 


135 
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B.C.G.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 


The  Local  Health  Authority  obtained  the  approval  of  the  Minister 
to  modify  their  proposals  under  Section  28  of  the  Act,  so  as  to  provide 
facilities  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  in  appropriate 
cases. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  in  connection  with 
Health  Education,  Midwives,  Home  Nurses,  Mental  Health  Workers 
and  other  Officers  were  encouraged  to  lose  no  opportunity  of  spreading 
the  gospel  of  healthy  living. 

Apart  from  the  advice  given  to  persons  on  visiting  them  in  their  own 
homes,  a good  deal  of  health  propaganda  was  carried  out  at  the  Welfare 
Centres  and  Clinics.  Short  talks  and  demonstrations  on  suitable 
types  of  garments  and  other  aspects  of  Child  Welfare  were  given 
regularly  at  the  Centres.  Talks  on  dental  hygiene  were  given  by  the 
Dental  Officers. 

The  excellent  posters  and  leaflets  supplied  by  the  Central  Council 
for  Health  Education  and  other  Organisations  relating  to  maternity 
and  child  welfare,  diphtheria  immunisation,  vaccination,  oral  hygiene, 
personal  hygiene,  food  and  drink  infection,  sleep,  care  of  the  feet, 
venereal  disease,  etc.,  were  used  extensively. 

Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  education  of  tuberculous  persons 
and  contacts  in  regard  to  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  tuberculosis. 

Refresher  Courses  arranged  by  various  organisations  were  found  to 
be  most  valuable  in  helping  Health  Visitors  in  their  work  in  connection 
with  Health  Education. 


SECTION  29— DOMESTIC  HELP 

One  full-time  and  15  part-time,  the  equivalent  of  12  whole-time, 
Domestic  Helps  were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Their  hours 


of  duty  were  as  follows  : — 

Whole-time  : 

47  hours  . . . . . . 1 

Part-time  : 

40-44  hours  . . . . . . . . 8 

24-40  hours  . . . . . . . . 4 

Less  than  24  hours  . . . . 3 

Domestic  help  was  provided  in  252  cases  and  assessments  according 
to  the  Authority’s  scale  were  made  as  follows  : — 

Free  . . . . . . . . . 17 

Part  cost  . . . . . . . . 9 

Full  cost  . . . . . . 112 

Special  cases  (assessed  either  free  or  below  scale)  114 
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SECTION  51— MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  Mental  Health  Services  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Services 
Committee  consists  of  four  members  of  the  Council  and  one  co-opted 
member,  and  meets  quarterly. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  organisation, 
control  and  medical  direction  of  this  Service.  There  are  two  part-time 
male  Authorised  Officers,  and  one  female  Mental  Health  Worker  who 
is  also  an  Authorised  Officer. 

The  Psychiatrist  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  formerly  an  officer 
of  the  East  Sussex  Joint  Child  Guidance  Committee,  is  now  an  officer 
of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  attends  three  sessions  per  week 
at  the  Eastbourne  Clinic.  Her  advice  is  also  available  and  freely  given 
in  connection  with  mental  defectives,  when  requested. 

Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930 

While  a number  of  cases,  particularly  Voluntary  Patients,  are 
admitted  direct  from  their  own  homes  to  Mental  Hospitals,  a certain 
number  are  first  admitted  for  a period  of  observation  in  a General 
Hospital.  The  Authorised  Officer  has  power  under  Section  20  of  the 
Lunacy  Act,  1890,  to  remove  a person  deemed  to  be  of  unsound  mind 
(if  necessary  by  force)  to  a hospital  designated  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
for  the  purpose  : St.  Mary’s  Hospital  is  so  designated.  An  Order 
under  the  Section  remains  in  force  for  three  days,  during  which  time 
the  patient  is  examined  by  a Justice  unless  in  the  meantime  the  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Hospital  has  made  an  Order  for  14  days’  detention  under 
Section  21a,  Lunacy  Act,  1890. 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital 

During  the  year  the  Authorised  Officers  arranged  for  the  admission 
of  31  cases  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  9 being  admitted  under  Section  20 
of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  and  22  accepting  admission  voluntarily. 
Subsequently,  8 of  these  cases  were  certified  under  Section  14  of  the 
Lunacy  Act,  1890,  9 entered  mental  hospitals  as  voluntary  patients, 
one  was  removed  to  a mental  hospital  as  a temporary  patient  (Section  5, 
Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930),  one  died  whilst  under  observation  and 
12  were  discharged. 

Hellingly  Hospital 

Certified  Cases  ( Sections  14-16,  Lunacy  Act,  1890) 

Of  the  29  persons  (6  men  and  23  women)  certified  and  removed  to 
Hellingly  Hospital  under  Summary  Reception  Orders,  7 were  admitted 
direct  from  their  own  homes. 

Voluntary  Patients  ( Section  I,  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930) 
Arrangements  were  made  by  the  Authorised  Officers  for  the 
admission  to  Mental  Hospitals  of  44  persons  (14  men  and  30  women),  i 
including  22  from  St.  Mary’s  Hospital. 

Temporary  Patients  ( Section  5,  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930) 

One  case  was  admitted  from  St.  Mary’s  Hospital. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  hospital  position  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  the  year  : — 


St.  Francis’ 
Hospital 
m.  f.  c. 

Patients  in  Hospital 

31/12/48  . . . . 44  94  — 

Patients  admitted 

during  1949  . . — — — 

Patients  discharged 

during  1949  . . 3 3 — 

Patients  re-classified.  . — 1 — 

Patients  died  during 

1949  ..  ..26  — 

Patients  in  Hospital 

31/12/49  . . . . 39  84  — 


Hellingly 

Hospital 

M.  F.  C. 

Other 

Hospitals 

M.  F.  c. 

Total 

10 

19  7 

— 4 — 

178 

33 

87  — 

1 3 — 

124 

22 

65  — 

4 — 

— 1 — 

94 

5 

4 

4 — 

— — — 

16 

17 

33  7 

1 6 — 

187 

After-Care 

Under  the  arrangements  whereby  Medical  Superintendents  of  Mental 
Hospitals  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  cases  in  which  after- 
care is  required  on  discharge,  38  visits  were  'paid  by  the  Mental 
Health  Workers  to  17  cases. 


Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938 

Three  males  were  notified  by  the  Local  Education  Authority,  two 
under  Section  57  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  who  remained  under 
supervision,  and  one  under  Section  57  (5)  of  that  Act,  who  was  sent 
to  an  Institution. 

Five  males  were  removed  from  the  Register,  one  on  removal  to 
another  area,  and  four  whose  whereabouts  could  not  be  traced. 

One  female  was  added  to  the  Register  on  ascertainment,  and 
remained  under  supervision.  One  died  in  an  Institution  and  two  were 
removed  from  the  Register,  one  being  de-certified  and  the  other  on 
removal  to  an  unknown  address. 

There  was  one  male  and  one  female  awaiting  Institutional  vacancies 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  services  provided  by  the  Guardianship  Society  at  Brighton  are 
used  in  connection  with  the  placing  and  supervision  of  mental  defectives 
under  Guardianship. 

Cases  under  supervision  are  visited  by  the  Mental  Health  Workers  as  a 
routine  once  in  every  quarter,  more  frequent  visits  being  made  to  those 
cases  requiring  closer  supervision.  The  number  of  supervision  visits 
paid  was  210. 

The  part-time  services  of  a home  trainer  are  available  for  training 
suitable  mental  defectives  in  their  homes,  and  this  work  is  carried  out 
by  the  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind. 

The  position  with  regard  to  mental  defectives  on  31st  December, 
1949,  was  as  follows  : — 
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Males 

Females 

Total 

In  Institutions 

30 

25 

55 

On  Licence  from  Institutions 

4 

5 

9 

Under  Guardianship 

5 

8 

13 

Under  Supervision 

35 

38 

73 

74 

76 

150 

The  55  Institution  cases  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Males 

Laughton  Lodge,  Near  Lewes  . . . . 2 

St.  Helens  Hospital,  Hastings . . . . . . 1 

Newton  Llandidloes  Public  Assistance  Institution  1 
Brentry  Colony,  Bristol  . . . . . . 9 

Stoke  Park  Colony,  Bristol  . . . . . . 8 

Hortham  Colony,  Bristol  . . . . . . 1 

Barvin  Park  Certified  Institution,  Herts  . . 1 

Princess  Christian  Farm  Colony,  Hildenborough.  . 2 

Pewsey  Colony,  Wilts  . . . . 1 

Rampton  State  Institution  . . 2 

St.  Teresa’s  Certified  Institution,  Near  Farnham.  . — 

The  Old  Rectory,  Bathwick  Hill,  Bath  . . . . — 

Etloe  House  Certified  Institution,  Leyton  . . — 

Darenth  Park,  Dartford  . . . . . . 2 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

The  main  responsibilities  of  the  Local  Authority  under  this  Act  are 
the  provision  of  residential  accommodation  for  aged,  infirm  and  other 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  the  provision  of  accommodation 
for  temporarily  homeless  persons  and  the  provision  of  welfare  services 
for  the  blind  and  other  handicapped  persons. 

With  regard  to  accommodation,  Cavendish  Lodge,  the  only 
residential  home  owned  by  the  Local  Authority,  provided  accommoda- 
tion for  twenty-six  aged  and  infirm  men  throughout  the  year.  St. 
Luke’s,  a voluntary  home,  run  by  an  Anglican  Community  of  Nuns, 
provided  accommodation  for  our  aged  and  infirm  women,  and  a few 
old  men  were  accommodated  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital.  Considerable 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  placing  a number  of  old  persons, 
particularly  men.  In  view  of  the  pressure  on  hospital  beds,  St.  Mary’s 
was  unable  to  take  the  agreed  number  of  twenty  cases. 

The  search  for  suitable  property  which  would  provide  further 
residential  accommodation  for  the  aged  resulted  in  the  Authority 
deciding  to  purchase  the  house  known  as  Trevin  Towers,  Carlisle  Road. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  property,  with  accommodation  for  some  forty-six 
persons,  will  be  ready  to  receive  old  people  in  the  Summer  of  1951. 
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Females 

1 


7 


1 

10 

1 

3 

2 

25 


As  an  interim  arrangement,  temporarily  homeless  persons  were,  as 
in  the  previous  year,  accommodated  in  the  old  Casual  Block  at  St. 
Mary’s  Hospital.  During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  acquire  the 
former  Eye  Hospital,  49,  Pevensey  Road,  for  the  accommodation  of 
this  type  of  person,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  all  the  homeless,  with 
the  exception  of  one  family,  are  housed  in  that  building. 

Homes  and  Institutions  run  by  voluntary  organisations  were  used 
for  the  accommodation  of  blind  persons  and  epileptics. 

Under  Section  37  any  person  carrying  on  a home  for  disabled  or  old 
persons  must  apply  to  the  Local  Authority  for  registration.  Four 
applications  for  registration  were  received  and  granted. 

Section  47  of  the  Act  empowers  a Local  Authority  to  apply  to  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  for  an  Order  to  remove  to  suitable 
premises  certain  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  No  formal 
action  was  taken  under  this  section,  but  a few  persons  of  the  type 
envisaged  were  persuaded  to  enter  residential  homes. 

A considerable  amount  of  voluntary  welfare  work  is  done  for  aged 
persons  in  Eastbourne.  The  Eastbourne  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee  is  representative  of  voluntary  and  official  bodies  in  the 
town  and  forms  a forum  for  discussion  and  co-ordination  of  all  local 
effort  on  behalf  of  the  aged.  The  Committee  conducts  a Club  on 
two  days  a week  at  the  Friends’  Meeting  House,  Wish  Road. 
Pensioners’  Clubs  function  at  the  Pitman  Institute  in  the  Old  Town 
area  on  Thursday  afternoons  and  at  the  Brodie  Hall,  Seaside,  every 
weekday  afternoon.  The  following  voluntary  homes  exist  : — 

1.  The  Alexandra  Cottage  Homes,  Seaside,  provides  accommodation 
for  70  persons,  including  married  couples,  who  are  capable  of 
looking  after  themselves,  and  doing  their  own  cooking.  The 
accommodation  is  of  the  flatlet  type  and  there  is  a resident  Warden. 

2.  St.  Luke’s  Home,  Cliff  Road,  provides  accommodation  for  some 
eighty  ambulant  aged  women. 

3.  The  Wolds,  College  Road,  a Home  established  by  the  Society  for 
the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  in  Eastbourne,  provides  accommodation 
for  some  twenty-three  blind  persons. 

4.  No.  12,  College  Road,  run  by  the  Woodlands  House  of  Prayer, 
provides  residential  accommodation  for  ten  aged  women. 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  service  in  Eastbourne  is  provided  by  the 
Women’s  Voluntary  Services.  This  amenity  meets  a very  real  need 
in  catering  for  aged  persons,  persons  recently  discharged  from  hospital 
and  others  who,  because  of  circumstances,  would  themselves  find  it 
difficult  to  provide  a good  main  meal.  During  the  year  5,448  meals 
were  served  to  some  200  people. 

A Chiropody  Service  for  aged  persons  is  provided  by  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society  at  their  Headquarters  in  Grove  Road. 
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1.  Provision  of  Accommodation.  (Section  21  (i)  ( a )) 

A. — Aged,  Infirm  or  Others  in  need  of  Care  and  Attention 

(i)  Cavendish  Lodge , Cavendish  Place,  owned  by  the  Council, 
provided  accommodation  for  26  men.  The  admissions  to  and 


discharges  from  this  Home  were  as  follows  : — 

In  Home  on  31st  December,  1948  . . . . 26 

Admitted  during  the  year  . . . . 20 

Discharged..  ..  ..  ..  ..19 

Died  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Remaining  in  Home  on  31st  December,  1949  . . 26 


(ii)  The  Wolds,  College  Road,  a voluntary  home  for  the  blind, 
provided  and  maintained  by  the  Society  for  the  Social  Welfare  of  the 
Blind  in  Eastbourne,  to  which  the  Council  has  agreed  to  send  blind 
persons  in  need  of  residential  accommodation,  was  opened  on  10th 
September,  1949.  The  cases  so  admitted,  the  cost  of  maintenance 
being  borne  by  the  Council,  were  as  follows  : — - 

Admitted  during  1949  . . . . . . 17 

Discharged  during  1949  . . . . . . 2 

Died  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Remaining  in  Home  on  31st  December,  1949  . . 15 

(iii)  St.  Luke's  Home,  and  St.  Mary's  Hospital.  Pending  the 
acquisition  of  permanent  accommodation  by  the  Council,  the  Governing 
Bodies  of  these  Institutions  continued  to  provide  accommodation,  the 
numbers  accommodated  being  as  follows  : — 


St.  Luke's 

St.  Mary's 

Home 

Hospital 

In  Home  on  31st  December, 

1948  33 

9 

Admitted  during  the  year 

32 

17 

Discharged 

32 

19 

Died 

5 

1 

Remaining  in  Home  on 

31st 

December,  1949 

28 

6 

The  classification  of  the  cases  remaining  in  the  above  Homes  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Cavendish 

St.  Luke's 

St.  Mary's 

The 

Lodge 

Home 

Hospital 

Wolds 

(a)  Aged  Persons 

(h)  Physically  and  Mentally 

19 

21 

1 

— 

Infirm 

6 

6 

4 

— 

(c)  Blind  or  Partially  Sighted 

— 

— - 

1 

15 

(d)  Deaf  and  Dumb 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( e ) Epileptic 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(/)  Crippled 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

26 

28 

6 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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(iv)  Other  Institutions.  The  following  cases  were  accommodated  in 
the  undermentioned  Homes  or  Institutions  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 
Blind  . . One  at  Arretar  House  Blind  Home,  Woking. 
Epileptic  . . Four — Two  at  Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony,  Surrey. 

Two  at  Chalfont  Colony,  Buckinghamshire. 
Aged  . . One  at  Avonside  Hospital,  Evesham. 

B. — Accommodation  for  Temporarily  Homeless  Persons.  (Section 
21  (i)  (*)) 

The  provision  of  accommodation  for  temporarily  homeless  persons 
was,  in  the  absence  of  suitable  premises,  met  by  utilising  a portion  of 
the  former  casual  block  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital.  On  occasions  St.  Luke’s 
Home  accepted  persons  when  no  other  accommodation  was  available. 
The  following  is  a summary  of  the  persons  dealt  with  : — 

Family 

Men  Women  Children  Units 

Provided  with  accommodation  . . 14  19  27  20 

Remaining  at  31st  December, 

1949  . . . . . . 5 6 , 9 8 

One  family,  consisting  of  man,  wife  and  two  children,  was 
continuously  resident  throughout  the  year. 

2.  Registration  of  Disabled  and  Old  Persons’  Homes.  (Section  37) 
Under  this  Section  four  Homes,  providing  36  beds,  were  registered. 

3.  Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and 

Attention.  (Section  47) 

No  applications  were  made  to  the  Court  for  compulsory  removal. 

4.  Care  of  Property.  (Section  48) 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  cases  in  which  care  of  property 
was  undertaken  by  the  Council  : — 

Property  of  Patients  in  Mental  Hospitals  . . 5 

Property  of  Persons  in  Accommodation  provided 
under  Part  III  of  the  Act  . . . . . . 2 

In  addition,  the  property  of  twenty-two  cases  taken  over  from  the 
former  Social  Welfare  Department,  and  that  of  four  cases  dealt  with 
during  1948,  remained  in  the  Council’s  care. 

5.  Burials.  (Section  50) 

In  14  cases  burial  was  arranged  by  the  Authority  : approximately 
31  per  cent,  of  the  total  cost  incurred  was  recovered. 

6.  Welfare  Services.  (Section  29) 

(a)  Blind  Persons 

The  Council’s  Scheme  for  the  provision  of  Welfare  Services  was 
approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on  23rd  March,  1949. 

(i)  Registration.  There  were  113  blind  persons  on  the  Register  at 
the  end  of  1948.  Thirty-one  new  cases  were  certified  in  the  year  under 
review  and  six  were  transferred  to  Eastbourne  from  other  areas. 
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Fifteen  cases  died  during  the  year,  five  were  transferred  from 
Eastbourne  to  other  areas  and  two  were  de-certified  and  removed  from 
the  Register.  The  total  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  128 
(52  Males  and  76  Females)  in  the  following  age  groups  : — 


Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  5 years 

— 

— 

— 

Between  5 and  15  years 

1 

— 

1 

Between  16  and  30  years 

6 

3 

9 

Between  31  and  50  years 

9 

1 

10 

Between  51  and  70  years 

. . 15 

19 

34 

Over  70  years 

. . 21 

53 

74 

52 

76 

128 

(ii)  Convalescent  Treatment.  Two  newly  certified  blind  men  were 
sent  by  the  Authority  for  convalescent  treatment  following  operations 
to  the  Home  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  at  St.  Leonards- 
on-Sea. 

(iii)  Home  Workers.  Two  blind  men  were  included  in  the  Home 
Workers’  Scheme  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  one  working 
as  a boot  repairer  and  the  other  as  a basket  maker. 

(b)  Partially  Sighted  Persons 

The  Council’s  Scheme  provides  that  many  of  the  services  available 
for  blind  persons  shall  also  be  available  for  the  partially  sighted. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  22  partially  sighted  persons  on 
the  Register. 

( c ) Deaf  and  Dumb 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Sussex  Diocesan  Association  for 
the  Deaf  to  undertake  the  welfare  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  in  Eastbourne 
on  an  agency  basis.  This  Association  accordingly  continued  the  useful 
work  amongst  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  which  it  had  carried  on  for  many 
years.  Payment  for  this  service  was  made  by  the  Council  to  the 
Association  at  the  rate  of  £1  per  annum  in  respect  of  each  deaf  and 
dumb  person  on  the  Register,  such  number  being  21  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

(d)  Cripples 

In  January,  the  Council  appointed  the  East  Sussex  Association  for 
the  Care  of  Cripples  as  their  agent  for  the  provision  of  welfare  services 
for  cripples.  A capitation  rate  of  30/-  per  annum  in  respect  of  each 
registered  cripple  was  paid  in  respect  of  59  persons. 

The  welfare  work  on  behalf  of  Eastbourne  cripples  was,  however, 
undertaken  by  the  Eastbourne  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Care  of 
Cripples,  which  is  affiliated  to  the  County  Association.  An  Occupation 
Centre  was,  from  May,  held  on  Thursday  mornings  at  All  Saints’  Parish 
Room,  visits  were  paid  to  home-bound  cripples  and  various  social 
activities  were  arranged. 


64 


